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Uden,  Grant 

Strange  Reading;  London,  George  Newnes  Limited,  no  da te^ 

160p. 

This  is-a  book  about  books,  printers,  publishers,  authors 
and  curious  facts  relating  to  them.  It  is  worth  retaining  for 
information  under  the  various  chapters,  and  for  re-reading. 

Any  book  collector  or  reader  -would  find  lots  of^'topics  to 
discuss  by  looking  up  any  chapter. 


*fs 


\. 


Ullman,  Montague,  M.D.,  Krippner,  Stanley,  Ph . D . , with  Alan  Vaughan 
Foreword  by  Gardner  Murphy,  Ph.D.;  ; Baltimore,  Maryland,  Penguin 
Books  Inc.,  Appendices,  Notes;  Index  300p. 

This  quality  paperback  outlines  the  work  being  done  at  the 
Dream  Laboratory  of  the  Maimonides  Medical  Center  in  Brooklyn, 

New  York.  Its  Title  is  Dream  Telepathy,  the  first  scientific  Book 
on  its  sub j ec t . 

Although  intended  for  the  general  reader  as  well  as  the  spe- 
cialist, I,  as  a layman,  prefer  popularized  expositions  of  highly 
technical  subjects.  The  details  of  experiments  are  tedius  except 
to  scientists.  Because  a small  section  of  the  book  was  issued  as 
a pamphlet  and  circularised  to  experts,  one  chapter  is  devoted  to 
their  critical  comments  and  I found  that  chapter  more  interesting 
than  any  other  in  the  book,  excepting  that  on  precognition. 

I cannot  evaluate  the  results  of  the  experiments,  but  the  use 
of  psychics  and  their  better  results  than  those  of  nonpsychics  is 
confirmation  that  the  development  of  psychic  sensitivity  must  be 
encouraged  . 

This  book  demonstrates  that  agents  can  transmit  messages  to 
dreamers  telepathically . The  percipients  are  influenced  by  their 
surroundings  and  by  health  considerations,  and  possibly  by  the 
personalities  of  the  experimenters. 

From  a philosophical  point  of  view,  when  telepathy  has  been 
accepted  as  a reality  by  research  and  examples,  these  specialized 
studies  do  not  need  emphasis  and  are  merely  incidental  confirmation 
of  the  phenomenon.  However,  they  do  help  to  explore  the  HHKsnfeKXSHx 
Msx  unconscious,  which  research  is  extremely  important. 

I am  impressed  by  the  extent  of  scientific  research  into  the 
phenomena  of  the  paranormal. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  14,  2004 

Note:  A review  of  this  book  by  E.  J.  Farge  appears  on  pages  378 

to  381  inclusive  in  the  June,  1974  Journal  of  the  Society  for  Psy- 
chical Research.  I did  not  read  it  until  after  making  these  notes 
so  was  amused  to  have  Farge  say  that  this  books’  style  is  popular. 
I doubt  that  it  would  be  read  by  anyone  not  seriously  interested 
in  the  subject. 
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Underhill,  Evelyn  (Editor) 


The  Cloud  of  Unknowing;  'Second  edition;  London,  John  M, 
Watkins,  1922  315p. 

With  the  long  introduction  by  the  editor,  thi®  edition 
i«!  much  longer  than  the  one  I read  «fome  year*?  ago  and  which 
was  filed  under  ^anonymoue?'’ . I ^.old  thi«3  to  Phil  Prefontaine 
for  #2.00  in  1991, 

I read  the  introduction,  but  a^  the  reading  of  the  fir^^t 
version  left  me  with  little  unde r^? tending  of  the  mystical 
life,  I have  not  read  thi^  longer  verejion.  I am  placing  it 
with  the  book«!  I have  read,  however,  in  ca<?e  Phil  wante*  it. 

Although  mystical  union  with  God  and  the  univer^^e  ^eem^ 
an  ideal  solution  of  the  riddle  of  existence,  it  has  no  help 
for  the  problems  of  life  in  any  prag.matic  sense.  As  a frame 
of  mind  following  the  mystical  experience,  it  may  enable  its 
possessor  tka  to  view  life  more  calmly,  but  I think  it  may 
also  tend  to  trivialize  reality. 
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Underhill,  Evelyn 


The  Column  of  Dust;  London,  Methuen  & Co.  (1909)  304p. 

This  novel  is  dedicated  to  "Arthur  and  purefoy  Machen 
Friendship’s  Offering"  and  was  said  to  have  been  published  in 
1909,  both  it  and  the  colonial  edition  incorporate  after  the 
novel  the  publisher’s  catalogue  dated  September,  1911,  so  it 
was  apparently  not  marketed  until  then. 

I read  the  novel  many  years  ago  and  I think  it  was  only  in 
its  early  pages  that  any  hint  of  fantasy  appeared.  If  memory  is 
correct,  the  heroine  desired  a baby  but  not  a husband,  and  this 
is  the  problem  comprising  the  story. 

The  author  was  the  great  authority  on  mysticism  and  I have 
collected  her  works  on  that  subject  but  never  found  time  to  read 
more  than  a sampling  of  them. 

Since  McClintock  wants  both  editions,  I am  merely  noting 
that  the  colonial  edition  has  a less  ornate  binding  than  the  one 
used  in  England. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  2,  1998 
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Underhill,  Evelyn 


Huyqbroeok;  London,  G.  Bell  and  '^ons  Ltd.,  1915;  Bib- 
liography 193p. 

In  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica  under  the  article  "Mye»- 
ticiqm^  the  author  io  lifted  a«?  a contributor  and  her  book 
«!hown  a«f  authoritative  under  it*?  subject  heading. 

Detail's  of  the  cfUb^ect  are  sufficiently  given  in  the  en- 
cyclopedia. This  book  outlines  his  life,  hi®  ideals,  and  his 
writings  on  mysticism  as  taught  by  the  Catholic  Church  and 
its  saints.  As  usual,  the  love  of  and  union  with  God  are  the 
focus  of  all  endeavor,  and  the  subject  tried  to  achieve  it  by 
work  and  meditation. 

This  book  is  extremely  well  written,  but  c'^nveys  little 
practical  instruction. 
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Underhill,  Evelyn 


The  Spiritual  Life:  Four  Broadcast  Talks;  London, 


Hodder  & Stoughton  (1937)  142p. 

Contents 

1.  What  is  the  Spiritual  Life  15 

2.  The  Spiritual  Life  as  Communion  with  God  47 

3.  The  Spiritual  Life  as  Co-Operation  with  God  83 

4.  Some  Questions  and  Difficulties  121 

Books  on  the  Spiritual  Life  141 


Miss  Underhill  considers  the  spiritual  life  as  the 
living  heart  of  all  real  religion,  a growing  communion  with 
God,  co-operation  with  him,  and  an  awareness  of  this  goal  as 
a moving  force  in  every  action  of  life.  She  wishes  religion 
to  motivate  to  activity  rather  than  to  repose. 

Although  this  little  book  is  a primer  of  her  teachings, 
it  is  still  of  value  only  to  those  who  are  pre -inclined  to 
understand  religious  values. 


Underwood,  John  Curtis 

Literature  and  Insurgency:  Ten  Studies  in  Racial  Evolu- 
tion; Nev/  York,  Mitchell  Kennerley,  1914;  ( 1914 , publisher ) 480p. 

Mark  Twain,  Henry  James,  William  Dean  Howells;  Frank  Norris 
David  Graham  Phillips,  Stev/art  Edward  White,  Winston  Churchill, 
Edith  Wharton,  Gertrude  Atherton  and  Robert  W.  Chambers  are  the 
ten  authors  x^hose  achievements  are  assessed  in  these  intelligent 
essays . 

Tv/ain,  Norris,  Phillips,  White  and  Churchill  are  praised  as 
contributing  serious  and  valuable  v/ork.  James,  Howells,  Wharton, 
and  Atherton  rank  lower,  being  merely  descriptive  of  the  social 
climate  of  their  day.  Chambers  is  dismissed  as  a commercial  wri- 
ter v;ho  sacrificed  real  talent  for  popularity  and  monetary  return 
and  v/hose  enormous  output  contained  relatively  little  of  worth. 

I am  generally  in  agreement  with  the  views  expressed,  and 
because  I have  many  books  by  all  these  authors,  I should  retain 
this  volume  for  reference. 

This  is  the  first  book  I've  finished  reading  in  1992. 
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Unw in,  Sir  Stanley 


The  Truth  about  Publishing;  London,  George  Allen  & 

Unwin  Ltd  (Fifth  Edition,  1947; ; Index;  352p. 

This  is  an  excellent  reference  'book,  which  describes  in 
detail  the  coinplex  ^ob  of  publishing.  It  gives  v/arning  that 
there  is  no  easy  road  to  success,  and  states  that  equal  effort 
in  any  other  business  would  probably  result  in  nore  profits. 

There  is  an  imrnense  amount  of  technical  information  which 
makes  the  book  essential  and  which  points  out  many  phases  of 
the  business  not  usually  considered  by  the  lay  mind. 

Although  the  situation  has  probably  changed  since  this 
book  was  written,  Unwin  does  not  consider  that  literary  agents 
provide  an  indispensable  service.  In  fact,  he  believes,  that 
authors  do  better  to  deal  directly  with  a publisher,  and  that 
a loyal  association  built  up  in  this  vmy  is  more  beneficial  to 
both  parties  than  the  immediate  gains  which  may  be  made  by 
seeking  the  best  deal  available. 

This  book  should  be  retained  for  reference,  not  only  to 
publishing,  but  to  give  authors  a clear  view  of  the  problems 
which  publishers  must  face  in  marketing  their  views. 


Upham,  Charles  W. 

Salem  witchcraft:  With  an  Account  of  Salem  Village  and  a His- 
tory of  opinions  on  Witchcraft  and  Kindred  Subjects;  Illustrated; 

New  York,  Frederick  Ungar  Publishing  Co  (Fifth  Printing,  1976) 

Vol.  1 469p. 

Vol.  2 553p. 

The  General  Index  is  in  Vol.  1;  Supplement  and  Appendix  in  Vol.  2. 

This  huge  work  is  properly  deemed  an  American  Classic.  It 
involved  years  of  research,  is  very  well  written;  originally  pub- 
lished in  1867,  it  is  historical  rather  than  scientific  and  lacks 
knowledge  of  the  facts  established  by  the  Society  for  Psychical 
Research  and  individual  scientists  since  1882,  but  admits  the  be- 
liefs and  possibility  of  spiritualist^,  while  deploring  them  as  the 
likely  production  of  evil  spirits  and  declaring  that  no  benefits 
from  alleged  communication  from  the  spirit  world  had  been  derived. 

Convinced  that  the  phenomena  exhibited  by  the  children  accusers 
were  malicious  trickery,  even  though  he  says  (V.2,p.l56):  "The  very 

fact  that  it  was  a child  who  spoke  made  her  declarations  seem  super- 
natural. Then,  again,  they  were  accompanied  with  such  ocular  demon- 
strations, in  her  bodily  sufferings,  that  none  remained  in  doubt  of 
the  truthfulness  and  reality  of  what  they  listened  to  and  beheld. 

It  did  not  enter  their  imaginations,  for  a moment,  that  there  was 
any  deception  or  imposture,  or  even  delusion,  on  her  part.  Her  case 
is  truly  a problem  not  easily  solved  even  now.  While  we  are  filled 
with  horror  and  indignation  at  the  thought  that  she  figures  as  a 
capital  and  fatal  witness  in  all  the  trials,  it  is  impossible  not 
to  feel  that  a wisdom  greater  than  ours  is  necessary  to  fathom  the 
dark  mystery  of  the  phenomena  presented  by  her  and  her  mother  and 
other  accusers,  in  this  monstrous  and  terrible  affair." 

The  Supplement  and  Appendix  provide  details  omitted  by  Upham 
in  his  history.  Upham  was  limited  by  the  knowledge  of  his  day.  He 
devoted  the  first  322  pages  of  V.  1 to  a description  of  Salem  Village 
and  its  inhabitants,  and  the  rest  of  the  volume  to  a study  of  the 
subject  of  witchcraft.  The  first  444  pages  of  V.  2 described  the 
witchcraft  trials  , the  rest  of  the  volume  being  the  supplement  and 
appendix.  These  two  volumes  are  indispensable  to  studying  the  sub- 
ject. 


Nevertheless,  Putnam’s  book,  published  in  1880  and  1888  is  a 
more  recent  and  careful  study  of  the  phenomena,  though  lacking  the 
historical  value  of  Upham’s  work.  Parapsychology  comes  closer  to 
confirming  Putnam’s  view  than  Upham’s.  No  final  judgment  between 
the  two  views  is  possible  now  because  we  are  only  beginning  to  know 
something  about  its  complexity;  and  we  are  still  laboring  under  the 
cultural  "lag"  of  nineteenth  century  materialism. 

I do  not  have  a copy  of  Robert  Caleb’s  book,  but  Upham  seems 
to  agree  with  Calef  that  Cotton  Mather  was  mistaken  along  with  most 
educated  people  of  his  time. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  25,  1994. 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman's  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 


We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 


Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 


Yours  sincerely, 

^ 

^hoice  A a 


\aign  for  reproductive  freedom 


Uphoff,  Walter  and  Mary  Jo 

Mind  over  Matter:  Implications  of  Masuaki  Kiyota’s  PK 

Feats  with  Metal  and  Film;  Foreword  by  Berthold  E Schwarz,  M. 

D.;  Illustrated;  Oregon,  Wisconsin,  New  Frontiers  Center, 
October,  1980;  Bibliography;  Index  256p. 

This  is  a more  scientific  book  than  Brown's  PK  which  is  not 
even  mentioned  in  the  text  or  bibliography.  It  compares  young 
Japanese  Kiyota’s  mental  bending  of  cutlery  with  Geller's  and 
his  ability  to  project  images  by  thought  on  film  with  that  of 
Ted  Series  and  some  Russians.  There  is  much  attention  given  to 
skeptical  responses,  and  this  book  is  a valuable  contribution 
as  a summary  of  recent  work  on  PK. 

The  authors  devoted  time  and  money  to  research  and  became 
friendly  with  the  two  Japanese  boys  who  exhibited  the  faculty. 
They  also  knew  Geller  and  Matthew  Manning,  several  scientists 
who  investigated,  and  John  Hasted  from  England. 

I am  convinced  of  the  reality  of  the  phenomena,  and  I see 
the  possibility  of  much  danger  if  PK  is  not  wisely  controlled. 

The  Russians  appear  to  be  ahead  of  us. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  11,  2001 
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Upward,  Allen 


The  Phantom  Torpedo-Boats;  London,  Chatto  & Windus,  1905 

327p 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  a secret  agent,  self-licensed 
to  kill  and  foretelling  "James  Bond",  this  story  of  internation- 
al intrigue  is  intelligently  written  and  interesting  because  it 
portrays  efforts  to  prevent  war  and  praises  the  Japanese  when  a 
great  many  people  were  afraid  of  the  "Yellow  Peril". 

It  also  portrays  a bogus  medium  whose  messages  are  alleged 
to  come  from  Madame  Blavatzky^s  spirit.  The  use  of  this  charla- 
tan to  assist  in  avoiding  war  overlooks  his  nefarious  effect  on 
credulous  people. 

Although  of  borderline  interest  to  psychic  students  and 
fantasy  fans,  this  novel  is  not  primarily  fantastic. 
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Ut t ley , Alison 


A Traveller  in  Time;  Illustrated  by  Phyllis  Bray;  London, 
Faber  and  Faber  Ltd  (1939)  ; (8th  Impr.,  1961)  331p. 

New  York,  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons, (1940,  Alice  Jane  Uttley, 
(Second  Impression)  306p. 

Writer  of  many  children’s  books,  the  author  portrays  a 
young  girl  with  psychic  sensitivities  who  visits  relatives  on  a 
farm  dating  back  centuries  where  she  experiences  a previous  ex- 
istence during  the  imprisonment  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  when  the 
brother  of  a lad  who  falls  in  love  with  her  is  attempting  to  aid 
Mary  to  escape. 

Although  existing  as  a person  in  both  time  periods,  Penelope 
discovers  that  her  wristwatch  does  not  move  its  hands  during  the 
years  she  spends  living  in  Mary’s  time.  She  visualizes  time  as 
an  eternity  during  which  all  periods  exist  simultaneously,  and 
although  she  is  aware  during  the  earlier  period  of  events  in  the 
future,  she  cannot  change  them. 

This  novel  reminds  me  most  of  And  Still  She  Wished  for  Com- 
pany by  Margaret  Irwin,  which  I read  many  years  ago  and  which  I 
consider  the  best  portrayal  of  a'^static  universe. 

Although  suitable  for  juveniles,  this  novel  is  of  interest 
to  adults  also.  Its  portrayal  of  farm  life  in  two  time  periods 
is  of  equal  importance  to  the  description  of  psychic  perception. 

This  book’s  popularity  is  deserved. 


Celebrating  our 
5th  year 
in  Business 
with  Our 


ECWbodmite 


Kitchen  Cabinets 


Wet  or  Dry  Bars 


Small  independent  custom 
manufacturer  of  all  types  of 
woodwork  imaginable. 

Lower  overhead  means 
bigger  savings 

We  can  make  them 
happen  with  our  own 
Custom  Design  Service 


Shelving  Units 


We  offer  FREE  estimates 

237  Gunn  Road,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba 


-7550 

Founded  in  Craftsmanship 


BlEllEt 


Member  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 


Insure! 


Vachell,  Horace  Annesley 

The  other  Side:  Being  Certain  Passages  in  the  Life  of  a 
Genius;  London,  Hodder  & Stoughton;  New  York,  George  H.  Doran 
Company  (1910,  Doran)  359p. 

David,  an  orphan  left  in  charge  of  an  aunt,  is  adopted  by  a 
bachelor  organist  who  recognizes  that  the  boy,  apart  from  his 
singing  voice,  is  a musical  genius.  Fermor  gives  him  every  ad- 
vantage possible  and  encourages  classical  taste. 

David  knows  fine  music  and  deprecates  light  popular  tunes 
although  he  possesses  a facility  for  composing  them  as  they  seem 
to  enter  his  mind  effortlessly.  Discovering  these  almost  by  ac- 
cident a friend  insists  on  publicizing  them  and  David  becomes 
the  most  popular  composer  in  England  and  soon  worldwide. 

At  first  resenting  been  drawn  away  from  his  lifework,  David 
is  compelled  to  cater  to  the  public,  marries  his  childhood  sweet- 
heart who  is  the  daughter  of  a French  professor  who  believes  in 
immortality  and  independent  thinking,  takes  his  wife  and  daughter 
to  London  and  allows  himself  and  family  to  be  sponsored  by  a wise 
and  sophisticated,  but  discriminating  and  wealthy  woman. 

David  and  his  wife  have  made  a pact  that  each  will  attempt  a 
return  from  death,  whichever  dies  first;  his  wife  dies  early  but 
in  spite  of  his  attending  distasteful  seances  gives  no  sign.  He 
remains  celebate  and  transfers  his  love  to  his  beautiful  daughter 
and  is  dismayed  when  she  joyfully  leaves  him  to  spend  a year  with 
his  society  friend. 

Motoring  in  France  with  his  adoptive  father,  both  are  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident,  but  David  experiences  clairvoyantly  a 
visit  to  his  daughter’s  bedroom  and  to  a club  where  three  of  his 
friends  are  discussing  his  death.  Returning  to  life  after  meeting 
his  spirit  wife,  David  is  blind  and  an  invalid;  his  daughter  and 
her  grandfather  care  for  him.  Believing  that  his  return  to  life 
was  destined  so  that  he  could  complete  an  oratorio,  David,  having 
destroyed  its  early  version,  tries  to  recapture  it  from  memory 
because  the  Frenchman  has  assured  him  that  the  subconscious  never 
forgets.  Flashes  of  parts  of  it  come  back,  but  while  in  a drug- 
induced  trance  he  re-lives  his  afterlife  adventure  and  realizes 
that  his  return  to  life  was  to  save  his  daughter  from  the  mistake 
of  worldly  success  and  awaken  her  to  spiritual  reality  and  family 
lo ve  . 


A famous  politician,  about  to  be  assigned  an  important  po- 
sition in  Canada,  falls  in  love  with  his  daughter  who  refuses  to 
marry  him  because  she  is  devoted  to  her  father.  David  loses  his 
grip  on  life,  sees  his  daughter  happily  married,  and  dies  with 
his  musical  mission  unfulfilled. 

I should  check  to  see  if  Vachell  was  a member  of  the  SPR  as 
he  mentions  the  Society  on  page  42  of  this  novel  and  appears  to 
be  convinced  of  the  survival  of  personality  unchanged  after  death. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  12,  1997 
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Vachell,  Horace  Annesley  and  Marshall,  Archibald 

Mr.  Allen;  London,  Hodder  and  Stoughton,  no  date  320p. 

Told  charmingly  by  a 48  year  old  bachelor,  this  is  a family 
love  story  embodying  a mystery,  a clever  and  evil  villain,  and 
rsearchers  and  doctors  involved  in  tropical  fever  work.  Much  of 
the  dialogue  is  quietly  humorous  and  entertaining. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a bacteriologist  determined  to  acquire  a world 
reputation  by  any  means  possible  and  he  has  encountered  head  hun- 
ters while  exploring.  His  beautiful  18  year  old  daughter  does  not 
resemble  him  in  any  way,  and  is  attracted  to  the  narrator.  Uncle 
Jim,  and  enjoys  playing  with  him  and  his  two  nieces,  children  who 
love  their  older  brother,  a young  doctor  just  establishing  a prac- 
tice in  partnership  acquired  with  Jim’s  financial  help.  Jim  is 
at  constant  odds  with  his  sister,  but  respects  her  high  standards 
and  loves  her  and  all  her  family. 

Allen’s  daughter  loves  Uncle  Jim  enough  to  seek  marriage  with 
him  and  rejects  his  young  doctor  nephew.  After  he  saves  her  life 
she  realizes  that  her  love  for  him  is  wifely  and  for  his  uncle  a 
merely  avuncular  affection;  uncle  gives  up  his  claim  gentlemanly. 

Although  the  story’s  plot  is  primarily  the  solution  of  a 
mystery,  the  quiet  family  setting  and  loving  consideration  for 
everyone  makes  very  pleasant  reading. 

Only  on  the  last  page  does  the  author  mention  Sir  William 
Crookes  and  the  possibility  of  spirit  survival  dealt  with  in  his 
other  novel  The  Other  Side. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  14,  1997 
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Vale,  Robert  3.  , 

Efficiency  in  Hades:  The  Rornantic  Adventures  of  an 
Enterprising  Expert  in  the  Lower  World;  Illustrated  by 
Stuart  Hay;  New  York,  Frederick  A.  Stokes  Company,  1923  148p. 

This  is  a mildly  amusing  account  of  the  efforts  of  a 
civil  engineer  to  introduce  modern  efficiency  into  the  over- 
all operation  of  Hell’s  economy,  Satan,  Adam,  and  Eve,  lime, 
de  la  Pompadour,  Lucifer,  Beelzebub,  and  other  devils  are 
among  the  characters,  and  Eve  is  represented  as  The  Lady  and 
Satan’s  consort,  rather  than  as  Adam’s  v/ife. 

Despite  being  "given  a free  hand  by  Satan,  the  engineer 
is^'unsuccessful*  It  appears  to  me  that  the  author  was  trying 
to  write  a satire  on  modern  methods  of  business,  but  either 
did  not  have  his  aims  clearly  in  mind  or  was  not  capable  of 
highlighting  sufficiently  the  points  he  wished  to  make. 

Well  enough  written,  this  is  still  not  up  to  average 
worth  in  the  fantasy  field. 


Valen.q,  E.  G.  Poem 

Cybernaut:  A '^pace  Poem;  Nev/  York,  The  Viking  Prec^q, 
(1968,  author)  5/  Drawing  by  Robert  Andrew  Parker;  46p 

Thiq  is  a v\/e  11-wri t ten  and  thoughtful  apprai<=!al  of  the 
probable  thoughts  of  an  astronaut  leaving  earth  and  on  his 
return  from  the  loneliness  of  space  to  the  companionship  of 
earth  people  and  environment. 

Although  I would  rate  it  highly,  poetry  does  not  appeal 
to  me  as  pro^^e  does,  and  I likely  would  not  re-read  this. 

It  is,  hov^ever,  a pioneer  poetic  psychological  descrip- 
tion of  a space -traveller  ^ s experience. 
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Vallentin,  Antonina 


H.  G.  Wells:  Prophet  of  Our  Day;  translated  by  Daphne 
Woodward;  New  York,  The  John  Day  Company;  Frontispiece;  Biblio- 
graphy; Index  338p. 

As  indicated  by  the  title,  this  biography  devotes  more  time 
to  the  nonfiction  writings  of  Wells  than  to  his  novels,  but  is  a 
good  reference. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  10,  2004 
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Van  Baalen,  Jan  Karel 

The  Chaos  of  Cults:  A Study  in  Present-Day  Isms;  4th 
Revised  and  Enlarged  Edition:  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  Wm.  B. 
Eerdmans  Publishing  Company  (February,  1962);  Biblio  414p. 

I read  only  the  first  half  of  this  book,  as  it  is  a 
text  for  comparative  study  between  orthodox  Christianity  and 
the  teachings  of  the  various  cults.  It  is  a good  book  f.or 
detailed  study,  and  should  be  retained  for  reference. 

The  author  exhorts  the  churches  to  provide  material  to 
satisfy  the  spirit  of  inquiry  which  leads  religious  people 
to  the  cults,  and  to  be  able  to  answer  the  claim.s  of  the 
cults  to  provide  answers  to  the  riddle  of  existence.  I am 
satisfied  that  this  book  is  an  excellent  supplement  to  the 
works  of  Braden  and  Ferguson. 


Vance  , Jack 


The  Gray  Prince:  A Science  Fiction  Novel;  Indianapolis/New 
York,  The  Bobbs-Mer r ill  Company,  Inc.  (1974,  author)  191p. 

Narrated  as  if  from  the  points  of  view  of  two  characters 
principally,  this  novel  concentrates  on  strange  beings  and  their 
social  differences. 

The  father  of  a brother  and  sister  dies  en  route  to  meet 
them  and  tell  them  a "joke"  he  has  discovered.  They,  with  an 
admirer  of  the  sister,  try  to  discover  the  secret,  and  learn  that 
the  Gray  Prince,  who  had  saved  the  life  of  the  brother  years  be- 
fore, had  actually  done  so  only  to  gain  acceptance  into  the  family 
which  had  been  denied  him  because  of  his  social  origin.  Romance 
is  subsidiary;  the  plot  is  minimal;  and  apart  from  bing  well  writ- 
ten there  is  little  to  recommend  this  slow-paced  novel. 
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Vance j John  Holbrook 


The  Deadly  Isles;  Indianapolis  and  New  York,  The  Bobbs- 
Merrill  Company  (1969,  Vance)  158p. 

The  protagonist  is  third  in  line  to  inherit  a fortune, 
and  has  no  reason  to  consider  himself  in  peril  until  he  is, 
while  riding  a motorcycle,  forced  off  a cliff  into  the  ocean 
and  nearly  drowned.  He  shadows  the  man  driving  the  ear 
which  menaced  him,  divulges  his  fears  to  a cousin  who  is 
ahead  of  him  in  line  of  succession  and  who  carelessly  allows 
himself  to  be  killed  by  being  thrown  off  a ship  on  which 
they  are  travelling,  and  although  he  is  unable  to  ward  off 
the  killer,  preserves  his  own  life  until  he  reaches  the  boat 
on  which  is  the  fortune's  current  owner,  who  is  poisoned  to 
death  before  he  can  be  warned. 

Although  the  protagonist  succeeds  in  convicting  the 
killer,  the  identity  of  the  villain  is  knovm  to  the  reader 
from  the  beginning,  the  action  of  the  story  is  divided  between 
the  men  and  women  on  the  boat  and  the  killer  and  hi^!  menaced 
follov.-er,  and  the  suspense  i^  le'^sened. 

Despite  the  author’s  popularity  as  tTack  Vance,  I found 
this  murder  mystery  rather  tedious.  The  ^outh  “^eas  setting 
was  of  some  interest,  e.^  were  the  interactions  of  romantic 
attachments,  but  on  the  v^/hole  thi<^  mys'tery  is  uni^'^no'^tant . 
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Van  Dyka,  Henry 

^ f 

The  Valley  of  Vision:  A Book  of  Homanoe  and  SOxTie  Half- 
Told  Tales';  Toronto,  The  Copp  Clark  Co,,  Limited,  1919  306p. 

This  is  a book  of  articles,  sketches,  impressions,  and 
stories,  apparently  a miscellany  of. material  written  during 
the  first  world  war  excepting  two  published  in  1912,  and  of 
the  items  many  are  propaganda  against  the  Germans. 

'^Sketches  of  Quebec”  indicate  the  feeling  there  about 
that  province’s  attitudes  toward  the  first  world  war,  and  are 
interesting  to  compare  with  current  views  on  separatism  in 
1979. 

Several  items  are  based  on  dreams,  and  the  book  should 
be  retained  for  the  study  of  these. 

My  only  reason  for  keeping  this  book  is  because  of  the 
story  "The  Broken  Soldier  and  the  l!aid  of 'France”.  It  men- 
tions the  question  as  to  whether  loan’s  voices  were  veridical. 


van  Eeden,  Frederik 


The  Quest;  translated  from  the  Dutch  by  L.W.C.;  Boston, 

John  W.  Luce  & Company,  1907  (1907,  Publishers  519p. 

When  I bought  this  book  the  hinges  were  broken  but  the  or- 
nate binding  was  attractive.  I was  much  surprised  to  discover 
that  the  pages  in  the  last  half  and  some  earlier  had  never  been 
cut.  The  author  warned  in  telling  the  story  of  Little  Johannes 
that  the  book  would  appeal  only  to  some  people.  The  original 
owner  of  the  book  gave  up  early  and  I confess  that  I nearly  did 
the  same  in  spite  of  the  splendid  translation;  the  book  begins 
as  a children's  story  told  in  adult  prose,  but  the  author’s 
declaration  that  it  was  not  a fairy  tale  and  was  a true  narra- 
tion of  events  encouraged  me  to  continue. 

I had  learned  that  the  author  had  contributed  important  pa- 
pers on  psychic  phenomena,  and  Johannes  experienced  the  friend- 
ship of  spiritual  entities  just  as  many  psychics  describe,  so  I 
tried  unsuccessfully  to  identify  some  as  allegorical  until  the 
efforts  of  Johannes  to  adjust  to  the  sordid  life  of  a circus  and 
falling  in  love  with  a girl  and  running  away  with  her  disguised 
as  a boy  began  his  introduction  to  the  real  world  of  poverty  and 
wealth,  its  injustice  to  the  poor  and  workers  and  the  indolence 
of  the  rich,  their  addiction  to  occult  fads  and  indifference  to 
any  but  their  own  interests,  and  led  him  to  dedicate  his  life  to 
endeavoring  like  his  friend  and  mentor  to  alleviating  conditions. 

Although  I failed  to  grasp  much  of  this  novel’s  teaching,  I 
agree  that  despite  its  fantastic  elements  it  is  a realistic  por- 
trayal of  the  struggle  which  genuine  psychics  experience  in  try- 
ing to  understand  the  mundane  world. 

Although  beautifully  written,  the  leisurely  pace  of  this 
novel  and  the  sometimes  obscure  delineation  of  characters  makes 
patience  necessary,  this  is  a unique  and  noble  book. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  1,  1999 
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Vaneer,  Y/illiam 

Lust  in  Paradise  (Beacon  B285  - 25^0;  Universal  Publish- 
ing & Distributing  Corporation  (1961)  155p. 

Fairly  well  written,  this  novel  tells  of  Steve  Curry,  a 
jilted  lover,  who  goes  to  Hawaii  for  a holiday,  but  drinks  in 
an  effort  to  drown  his  sorrow  and  resorts  to  Vicki  Ching,  of 
Russlan-Chinese  ancestry,  a girl  well -liked  by  many  people, 
bu t a prostitute  who  does  not  charge  for  her  services  but  ac- 
cepts presents. 

His  friends  Helen  and  Pete  Wilson  try  to  persuade  him  to 
drop  his  friendship  v/lth  Vicki,  but  Steve  finds  her  relaxing 
as  well  as  exciting,  complaisant  and  helpful,  owning  a $50,000 
hone  to  which  she  invites  him. 

When  Steve  does  not  report  to  his  banker  father,  the  lat- 
ter phones  the  Wilson^  and  is  told  of  Steve’s,  attachment  to 
Vicki.  Steve’s  father  tries  to  buy  her  off  with  $10,000,  but 
she  refuses  the  money,  thus  proving  her  integrity  and  deciding 
Steve  to  forgo  his  old  life  and  settle  down  in  Hawaii  by  ma->"- 
rying  Vicki. 

This  is  a light  romantic  novel,  with  perhaps  too  much 
einphasis  on  sex  and  drinking,  which  seems  to  indicate  that  a 
friendly  prostitute  makes  a better  wife  than  a society  girl. 


Van  Lustbader,  Erls 


Black  Heart;  New  York,  M,  Evans  and  Company,  Inc.  (1983, 
author)  544p. 

This  very  long  novel  starts  in  the  1960*s  in  Cambodia 
(Kampuchea)  with  characters  involved  in  the  war  there  who  are 
later  involved  in  trying  to  elect  a Republican  President  in 
an  election  campaign,  'Several  ^^ets  of  couples  involved  with 
sexual  liaisons  and  as  protagonists  or  antagonists  both  in 
Asia  and  in  America  are  portrayed  in  segmented  narration  I 
found  difficult  to  follow  and  relate,  often  confusing  the 
characters  and  their  relationships. 

^■Tuch  information  iq  provided  regarding  the  martial  arts; 
and  sex,  violence  and  murder  for  both  personal  and  political 
reasons  constitutes  much  of  the  action  and  plot.  Portraying 
a society  inimical  to  family  life  and  peacehil  smplicity, 
the  author  creates  a mood  of  depression  and  fear. 

Khieu,  a religious  peace  believer,  is  trained  to  be  a 
killer,  and  these  conflicting  motivations  destroy  his  identi- 
ty and  render  him  insane.  His  character  com.es  clo^e  to  being 
a dual  personality. 

Although  well  written,  I would  not  care  to  re-read  this 
book,  and  its  appeal  to  my  interests  is  minimal. 
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Van  Lustbader,  Eric 


Sirens;  New  York;  Fawcett  Crent  Books  (#24510),  (June, 
1982),  (1981,  author),  (M.  Evans  and  Company,  Inc.)  574p. 

Dain^'  Whitney  is  working  on  a film  about  terrorism  and 
expects  it  to  win  her  an  Oscar,  '^he  is  a street-wise,  tough 
career  woman  determined  to  achieve  the  fame  and  power  she 
has  trained  herself  to  achieve. 

Among  her  friends  are  a rock  music  group  from  England 
who  are  on  the  point  of  dispersing  because  of  dissension  and 
the  death  of  their  leader.  Chris,  who  has  carried  on  as  the 
leader  of  the  remaining  group,  wishes  to  return  to  England 
and  separate  from  the  others,  who  have  been  depending  on  him 
for  songs  and  music.  All  are  degenerating  from  sex  a nd 
drugs  and  the  stresses  of  their  personal  conflicts. 

A friend  of  Daina^s  is  murdered,  and  blame  is  attempted 
to  be  laid  against  a ^^erial  killer  who  is  pathological  and 
leaves  a symbol  of  him.self  with  each  killing.  -he  determines 
to  track  down  the  killer,  and  with  the  as^^istance  of  a police 
lieutenant  discovers  that  someone  in  the  rock  band  is  a prime 
suspect.  It  turns  out  that  it  is  a servant  of  the  band  who 
has  used  their  money  and  facilities  to  smuggle  arms  for  the 
IRA,  and  who  threatens  to  rape  and  kill  Daina  attthe  climax 
of  the  story.  Daina  succeeds  in  defending  her -self,  and  as 
she  wins  the  Oscar,  holds  a party  to  celebrate  her  ascension 
to  power.  Feeling  the  need  to  avenge  the  death  of  a friend, 
she  asks  her  jlover  to  have  the  killer  executed;  but  realizes 
at  the  last  moment  that  he  and  she  have  tried  to  place  them- 
selves above  the  law,  and  that  such  power  will  destroy  them 
if  they  exercise  it,  so  she  retracts  her  request;  they  go  to 
Italy  to  get  away  from  the  power  they  have  achieved. 

This  is  a very  sensational  novel,  reminding  me  of  George 
R.  R.  Martin  Vs  The  Armageddon  Rag.  Exaggerated  though  it  is 
in  many  respects,  it  appears  to  me  to  accurately  portray  the 
modern  New  York  and  Hollywood  life  and  the  obcjession  of  the 
rock  music  scene  and  its  devotees. 

I doubt  that  I would  care  to  re-read  this  book,  but  it 
certaihly  marks  a significant  writer,  and  I may  try  another 
of  his  novels. 
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van  Pallandt,  Fina 

Nina;  New  York,  Yalker  and  Company;  Illustrated;  (1973, 
author)  221p. 

It  is  doubtful  if  this  book  would  have  been  Y/ritten,  and 
published  if  it  were'  not  for  ,the  no torie  ty  of  the  Clifford 
Irving-Hovyard  Hughes  hoax  autobiography.  Certainly,  it  was 
this  affair  Y^hioh  influenced  me  to  purchase  the  book  for  its 
possible  sidelights. 

This  is,  however,  a fairly  interesting  autobiography  of 
a society  woman  who  became  a singer,  an  international  student, 
a family  woman  who  felt  as  free  as  h^r  husband  to  conduct  ex- 
tra-marital affairs,  whose  first  marriage  failed  quickly  and 
whose  marriage  to  her  stage  partner  was  only  intermittently 
favorable.  " 

I am  rather  favorably  impressed  vi/ith  Nina,  but  this  m.ay 
arise  from  the  way  in  which  her  story  is  presented  rather 
than  from  the  facts  of.  her  life,  and  due  to  the  publisher  and 
not  primarily  to  herself. 

Likely  because  of  her  disclaiming  any  collusion  with 
Irving  in  the  hoax,  no  -picture  of  himi  is  presented  in  the 
photographs.  Her  acquaintance  with  him  began  only  on  page 
163,  and  the  name  of  Hughes  appears  first  on  pa/?e  200,  sc  it 
is  not  as  an  important  contribution  to  knowledge  of  the  hoax 
that  this  book  has  value.  It  is  a picture  of  a segment  of 
mxOdern  world  society,  and  life  on  Ibiza,  and  in  Denmark  during 
World  War  II. 

An  index  would  have  proven  useful. 


van  Pel t , Dr . S . J . 


Hypnotism;  London,  W.  & G.  Foyle  Limited  (1960,  publishers) 

98p. 

This  Handbook  lacks  an  index  but  is  otherwise  a good  summary 
of  the  subject  for  doctors  or  the  general  public.  The  author  was 
an  authority,  but  ignores  the  supernormal  aspects  in  favor  of  the 
health  benefits. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  14,  2002 
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Van  Pelt,  S.  J.  (M.B. , B.S. ) 


Hypnotism  and  the  Power  Within;  with  21  illustrations  and 
diagrams;  London,  Skeffington  and  Son  Limited;  (November,  1950 
March,  1951,  September,  1951)  201p. 

Up  until  page  117  this  is  a very  good  exposition  of  the 
uses  of  hypnotism  in  the  treatment  of  physical  and  mental  dis- 
orders. From  page  117  until  page  186  the  author  rants  and 
raves  against  faith  healers,  Christan  Science,  psychoanalysis 
and  spiritualism,  giving  credit  only  to  occasional  benefits  of 
these  movements.  His  book  would  have  been  better  if  the  space 
had  been  occupied  by  continued  explanation  of  hypnosis. 

Nevertheless,  his  objections  are  valid,  but  unbalanced  by 
his  prejudices.  The  illustrations  are  spoiled  by  blanking  out 
the  features  of  the  people. 

Hypnotism  is  a science  and  the  author  tries  to  support  it 
by  quotations  from  the  Bible  despite  knowing  that  hypnosis  was 
used  before  the  Bible  was  written.  Science  has  limitations  but 
a scientific  book  should  be  restricted  to  facts  and  hypotheses 
based  on  facts  rather  than  religion. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  17,  2001 
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Van  Pelt,  S.  J.  (Dr.) 


Secrets  of  Hypnotism;  Foreword  by  Melvin  Powers  (1958, 

Neville  Spearman  Limited)  (1958,  Wilshire  Book  Company)  1963 
Edition  21 2p  . 

Much  of  the  text  of  this  book  repeats  what  the  author  wrote 
in  another  book,  and  the  case  histories  are  very  repetition.  I 
subscribed  for  some  years  to  the  British  Journal  of  Medical  Hyp- 
notism edited  by  this  doctor. 

The  case  histories  demonstrate  cures  of  various  phobias  and 
functional  disorders.  The  author  was  optimistic  that  hypnotism 
would  be  used  more  often  by  medical  doctors,  but  time  constraints 
have  prevented  this. 

I am  convinced  that  hypnotism  is  the  key  to  understanding  the 
subconscious  mind  which  controls  our  health. 

Much  of  the  text  reprints  material  from  the  periodical,  so  I 
may  not  have  to  read  many  of  the  original  articles. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  12,  2000 
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Van  Thai,  Herbert  (Editor) 


Anthology 


The  18th  Pan  Book  of  Horror  Stories;  London  and  Sydney, 
Pan  Books  (#25198),  (1977,  Publishers)  190p. 


Contents 


1.  Meat 

Carolyn  L.  Bird 

7 

2.  The  Bravest  Rat  in  Venice 

Patricia  Highsmith 

16 

3.  Quod  erat  demonstrandum 

Judith  Eleanor  Green 

31 

4.  Belvedere’s  Bride 

Jane  Gregory 

38 

5.  The  Coffin  Flies 

Myc  Harrison 

44 

6.  Rest  in  Peace 

Norman  P.  Kaufman 

66 

7.  Stevie 

Monica  Lee 

73 

8.  The  Island  of  the  Seals 

Samantha  Lee 

118 

9.  The  Atheist 

Maureen  O’Hara 

125 

10. The  Boy  with  Golden  Eyes 

Alan  Temper  ley 

132 

11. Double  Puppet 

Charles  Thornton 

150 

12. The  Unknown  Caller 

Rosemary  Timperley 

159 

13. The  Fly-Eater 

Barry  Tonkin 

169 

14. It* 3 Hungry 

Harry  E.  Turner 

176 

Most  of  these  stories  of  the  macabre  are  of  abnormal 
rather  than  supernormal  phenomena,  but  I have  marked  with  an 
asterisk  those  which  I consider  to  be  fantasy. 

(7)  In  length  and  in  merit  the  longest  story  is  best,  but 
it  is  of  a decadent  and  cynical  nature,  dealing  with  a boy 
genius  who  murders  and  mummifies  his  young  brother,  blackmails 
his  parents,  is  seduced  by  his  murderer  governess,  and  burned 
with  her  by  his  father.  (8)  reminds  me  of  Linklater’s  Sealskin 
Trousers.  (12)  is  probably  best  written  apart  from  the  chief 
story. 


Van  Thai,  Herbert  (Editor) 


Antholo^yy 


Farnou3  Tales  of  the  Fantastic;  Illustrated  by  Edward 
Pa gram;  London,  Arthur  Barker  Limited  (1965)  207 p. 

Contents 


1,  Invisible  Boy  Bay  Bradbury. 

2.  The  King  Is  Dead,  Long  Live  the  King  Mary  Colerid^re 

2,  The  Speckled  Band  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  25 

4,  Comrade  Pigeon  Roma  in  Oary  6 5^ 

5,  The  Crossways  Leslie  Poles  Hartley  72^' 

6,  The  Roll-Call  of  the  Reef  Sir  Arthur  Quiller- 

Couch  85" 

7,  The  Ballroom  'Lillian  Cansom  105* 


8.  The  Bottle  Imp  \ . Robert  Louis  Stevenson  117* 

9.  The  Magic  Shop  Herbert  Oeorme  '/ells  149"^ 

10.  Rappaccini^s  Daughter  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  165* 

11.  The  Adventiire  of  the  German  Student  V/ashinmton  Irving  199^ 

I had  previously  read  6,  9,  10,  and  11. 

/f2  was  my  first  experience  of  a Sherlock  ^"olnes  story, 
and  although  it  is  a horror  mystery,  I do  not  consider  it  to 
qualify  as  fantasy. 

ifl  is  the  story  of  a boy  whose  aunt  nre  tends  that  he  is 
invisible.  ^2  tells  of  the  spirit  of  a king  who  must  mot  the 
wishes  of  three  people  that  he  return  to  life  before  he  can 
do  so;  and  the  one  he  trusts  more  than  others,  his  wife,  is 
unfaithful.  /4  is  more  a farce  than  a fantasy.  ;:'^5  is  a 
fairy  story.  #7  is  a pathetic  story  of  an  old  lady  recluse 
who  pretends  to  her  happy  childhood. 

^8  was  new  to  me,  and  I was  surprised  that  this  excel- 
lent fantasy  has  not  been  more  widely  reprinted. 

Excepting  for  the  classics  which  I had  already  read,  and 
|8 , there,  is  lit  + le  of  permanent  value  in  this  anthology. 


Tan  Thai,  Herbert  (Editor) 


Antholof^y 


The  Fifth  Pan  Book  of  Horror  Stories;  London,  Pan  Books 
Ltd,  (#X331);  (1964,  Publishers)  267p. 

Contents 


1.  The  yiaa  with  the  Moon  in 

Him  William  Sansom 

9 

2.  I’ll  Love  You— Always 

Adobe  James 

20* 

3.  Command  Performance 

C.  A.  Cooper 

36* 

4*  The  Treat 

M.  S.  Waddell 

46 

5.  Clair  de  Lune 

Sea bury  Quinn 

54* 

6.  The  Sins  of  the  Fathers 

7.  Message  for  Margie 

Chris tianna  Brand 
Christine  Campbell 

75 

Thomson 

84* 

8,  The  Other  Passenger 

John  Keir  Cross 

93 

9.  The  Spider 

Basil  Copper 

122* 

lO.Lukundoo 

Edward  Lucas  White 

129* 

11. The  Words  of  the  Dumb 

Alex  Hamilton 

143 

12. The  Revenge 

Adobe  James 

157 

13. The  Confession  of  Charles 

; Linkworth  E.  F,  Benson 

173* 

14. Kali 

John  D.  Keefauver 

189 

15. Men  Without  Bones 

Gerald  Kersh 

201 

16. The  Small  World  of  Lewis 

Stillman  William  F.  Nolan 

210 

17. The  Living  Shadow 

Rene  Morris 

223* 

18.  Bonfire 

C.  A.  Cooper 

237 

19-;Hand  in  Hand 

M.  S.  Waddell 

259 

Being  anxious  to  send  this  book  to  Bill  Orlikow,  I did 
not  read  (5),  (8),  (15),  and  (16)  from  this  volume,  as  I have 
stories  in  other  books  or  magazines. 


Most  of  these  stories  are  macabre  rather  than  fantasy, 
but  I have  marked  with  an  asterisk  the  fantasy  items,  except 
the  stories  I have  not  yet  read. 


This  is  an  above-average  anthology 


Van  Thai,  Herbert  (Editor) 


An thology. 


Great  Ghost  Stories;  Illustrated  by  Edward  Pagram;  Lon- 
don, Arthur  Barker  Limited  (i960),  5th  impr.  I'larch,  1968, 

239p, 

Contents 

1*  Running  Wolf  Algernon  Blaekwood  11 

2.  The  Haunted  and  the  Haunters  Lord  Lytton  33 

3.  The  Spectre  Bridegroom  Washington  Irving  67 

4«  ferkheim  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  87 

5.  The  Squire’s  Story  Elizabeth  Cleghorn 

Gaskell  109 

6*  The  Story  of  Mary  Ancel  7/illiam  i'lakepeace 

Thackeray  131 

7.  A Terribly  Strange  Bed..  'Wilkie  Collins  156 

'■"8»  An  Account  of  Some  Strange  Dis- 
turbances in  Aungier  Street  J.  Sheridan  Le  Fanu  179 

9.  The  Phantom  Coach  Amelia  B,  Edwards  207 

10.  The  Signalman  Charles  Dickens  224 

I have  all  of  these  stories  in  other  volumes,  so  this 
book  is  not  required. 


van  7ogt,  A,  S. 

The  Anarchistic  Colossus;  Few  York,  Ace  Books  (02255) 
(April  1,  1977),  author  248p, 

The  author’s  two-page  foreword,  or  introduction,  seems 
to  me  the  most  important  part  of  this  book.  His  reaction  to 
the  alleged  disproof  of  the  Eirlian  photography  was  the  same 
as  mine  expressed  to  Donn  Brazier  who  announced  the  findings 
in  his  fanzine  TITLE. 

van  Yogt  visualizes  an  anarchistic  society  controlled 
by  Kirlian  computers  policing  hostile  thoughts  and  acts.  He 
has  an  earth  expedition  return  under  control  of  censorship 
imposed  by  the  Ig  on  their  minds,  the  intelligence  of  one 
acting  through  the  mind  of  a veteran  named  Chip. 

Chip  becomes  aware  that  earth  is  threatened  by  conquest 
and  endeavors  to  understand  the  plan  even  through  the  censor- 
ship he  shares  with  the  others.  The  story  is  a chaotic  pano- 
rama of  this  future  world,  with  scenes  in  a city,  in  Antarc- 
tica, and  in  Chip’s  sister’s  home;  with  constant  action  under 
the  threat  of  invasion  and  the  necessity  to  foil  the  plot  of 
the  Ig. 

Aside  from  groups  of  women  assigned  to  satisfy  the  needs 
of  thousands  of  young  men  in  various  locations,  only  Chip’s 
sister  and  his  girl-friend  are  portrayed  as  characters,  and 
neither  appears  as  much  more  than  a convenience. 

There  is  an  almost  inhuman  delineation  of  human  beings 
manipulated  by  machines,  and  forced  to  act  with  few  human  in- 
terests that  can  be  considered  independently  of  the  machines. 
Hypnotic  mind  control  and  impersonal  reactions  to  situations 
makes  it  difficult  for  the  reader  to  consider  the  story  as 
one  in  which  he  can  be  involved  as  a human  being,  and  not  as 
merely  an  observer. 

This  is  the  third  of  van  Vogt’s  novels  that  I have  read, 
and  the  least  interesting,  mainly  because  of  its  lack  of 
human  interest. 


C 


van  Vogt,  A.  E. 

; f Away  and  Beyond;  New  York,  Pellegrini  & Cudahy  (1952); 


. 309pp, 

Contents 

1.  Vault  of  the  Beast  3 

2.  The  Great  Engine  37 

3.  The  Great  Judge  81 

4.  Secret  Unattainable  88 

5.  The  Harmonizer  144 

6.  Heir  Unappareht  156 

7.  The  Second  Solution  187 

8.  Film  Library  ' . 211 

9.  Asylum  240 
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van  Vogt,  A.  E. 


The  House  That  Stood  Still;  A Gorv;in  ■ Book:  Greenberg, 
Publisher  (1950)  210p. 

A lawyer,  Allison  Stephens,  who  is  agent  for  the  Tanna- 
hill  Estate,  is  told  to  expect  Arthur  Tannahill  who  is  to 
arrive  in  Almirante,  but  is  warned  not  to  visit  the  Grand 
House  unless  Tannahill  wants  this. 

Working  late  at  the  office  ,iust  before  Christnas,  Stephens 
hears  a girl  cry  out  and  finds  her  being  whipped  in  the  office 
of  the  Mexican  Import  Company,  The  girl,  Mistra  Lanett,  tells 
police  that  she  is  simply  a member  of  a religious  cult  and  was 
undergoing  initiation  ceremonies;  but  she  seeks  refuge  with 
Stephens  who  falls  in  love  with  her. 

He  learns  that  she  is  one  of  a group  of  Hmmortals  who  are 
kept  alive  by  radiation  from  the  marble  of  which  the  Grand  House 
is  constructed;  that  Earth  is  threatened  by  atomic  war  started 
by  Lorillia  (Presumably  a name  for  Russia),  and  that  the  group 
wishes  to  abandon  Earth  to  its  fate.  T.istra  is  det^'^rmined  to 
intervene  to  save  Earth,  and  incidentally  does  stop  an  attack  by 
the  Lorillians. 

Members  of  the  group  wear  face  masks,  and  are  oi*ten  absent 
from  the  Grand  House  for  years  in  order  to  keep  the  secret  of 
their  immortality.  Tannahill  (once  Tanequila)  is  the  ostensible 
owner  of  the  house,  and  is  wounded  and  buried  so  that  the  estate 
can  pass  to  himself  as  his  nephew.  On  suspicion  the  grave  is 
opened  and  found  empty;  the  district  attorney,  former  agent  of 
the  estate,  charges  Tannahill  with  the  murder  of  a .minor  employe 
of  the  estate;  there  is  the  murder  of  an  elevator  m.an;  Itephens 
is  led  to  investigate  a cave  under  his  of  ■"’ice  building  and  finds 
there  a robot  who  had  piloted  a space-ship  to  earth  thousands 
of  years  before  and  had  arranged  the  group  of  people  to  build 
the  house  and  acquire  sufficient  knowledge  to  enable  the  robot 
to  repair  the  space  ship  and  complete  its  mission. 

All  alms  and  aspirations  of  all  concerned  are  vague'  and 
indefinite ;.  myste-ry  becomes  mys/tifica  tion;  and  action  provides 
the  basis  for  the  reader  continuing  the  story.  This  is  not  a 
poor  book,  but  it  could  have  been  coasiderably  better. 

Ultimately,  the  murderer  is  unmasked,  and  Mistra, and 
Stephens  preapre  to  marry  and  have  a boy  and  a girl,  but  the 
aims  of  the  group,  of  legendary  immortals  are  left  dangling  and 
the  book  purposeless. 

Toronto /Winnipeg,  Harlequin  Books  (#177),  (June,  1952) 

224p. 


van  Vogt,  A.  E. 

Mas'ters  of  ' Time  ; ■ Illus tra  ted  by  Edd  Cartier;  Reading, 
Pennsylvania,  Fantasy  Press,  1950  (1950,  van  Vogt;  1942- 
1944  Street  & Smith  for  Astounding  Science  Fiction)  22 7p 

Contents 

blasters  of  Time  ' ' 11 

The  Changeling  129 

New  York,  A Ma cfadden-Bartell  Book  #60-406  (Firs-t 
Printing,  January,  1967;  Second  Printing,  June,  1969)  128tt 
Contains  the  title  story  only. 
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van  Togt,  A.  TC. 

The  T.Ioney  Per  .tonality ; We<^t  I-Tyach,  hFew  York,  Parker 
Publishing  Company,  Inc.  (1972,  Publishers);  Bibliography; 

_‘201p. 

On  the  basis  of  his  own  experiences  and  the  books  he’ 
has  read  on  the  subiect,  the  author  analyses  twelve  traits 
which  characterize  the  person  who  is  successful  in  making 
mone  y . 

For  me,  the  autobiographical  experiences  form  the  moc^t 
interesting  parts  of  this  book.  The  author  is  im.portant  in 
the  science  fiction  field,  admits  that  for  •'nany  years  he  was 
unsuccessful  in  doing  more  than  making  a bare  living  from 
his  literary  work,  lived  in  an  old  hou^^e  with  sparce  furni*- 
ture , and  despite  his  formula  for  money  success  advocates  a 
guaranteed  annual  income. 

I am  not  favorably  impressed  with  m.o<^  t of  the  books  I 
have  seen  from,  this  publisher,  and  I do  not  con-^ider  that 
this  comes  anywhere  near  being  an  ideal  book  on  its  subiect. 
van  Vogt  writes  as  if  his  dicjcovery  of  the  twelve  traits  is 
original,  and  it  may  be  that  hic<  presentation  of  them  sup- 
ports his  viev»^;  but  he  rejects  as  irrelevant  any  et>^ical  or 
emotional  or  humanitarian  characteristic  v.'hich  does  not  add 
to  money-making. 

There  is  value  in  his  views,  but  only  the  limited  and 
restricted  area  of  his  subject  is  presented. 

I a.m  plea=?ed  to  have  thic;  book  as  a supplem.ent  to  my 
science  fiction  collection  and  a-?  a clue  to  the  author^  s 
thinking . 
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van  Vogt,  A.  E 


Reflections  of  A.  E.  van  Vogt:  The  Autobiography  of  a 
Science  Fiction  Giant/V/ith  a Complete  Bibliography ; Illustra- 
ted from  Photographs  ■ 136p, 

The  forev/ord-  by  Forrest  J.  Ackerman  is  a friendly  intro- 
duction, and  van  Vogt  follov;s  it  with  sketches  of  his  life  and 
work  which  I found  interesting  and  instructive.  His  life  in 
Winnipeg- pa  ra  lie  led  mine  fairly  well,  excepting  that  I was  in 
insurance  while  he  was  writing.  We  lived  in  different  parts 
of  Winnipeg,  and  I never  met  him  or  heard  of  him  being  here, 
d ' 

Pages  100  and  102  are  of  importance. 

The  day  after  I read  this,  I learned  of  the  death  of  his 
wife  Edna  Mayne  Hull,  who  was  born  in  1905  and  was  therefore 
seven  years  older  than  van  Vogt.  She  died  in  January,  1975, 
of  cancer;  and  .apparently  never  lost  interest  in  dianetics, 
though  van  Vogt  says  he  felt  he  had  sufficient  of  homo  sapiens 
after  dealing  with  1000  people. 


There  are  lacunae  in  'this  account 
mentally  ill  during  a period  before  he 


V 

and  I head  that  vV 
resumed  writing  sf. 


This  book  should  be  kept  for  reference  and  study. 


v/a  s 


van  Vogt,  A.  S.  , and  Hull,  H.  TTa^^ne 


The  Sea  Thing  and  other  stories;  London,  Sidgwick  & 
Jackson  .(1970),  (1969,  van  Vogt  & Hull)  222p. 

In  IT. 3. A.,  Out  of  the  Unknown,  Powell  Publications 

Inc. 

The  final  story  does  not  appear  in  the  FPGI  volume 
Out  of  the  Unknown-^  It  was  written  especially  for  this  hook. 
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In  addition  to  the  final  story  by  E.  TTayne  Hull,  the 
Introduction  by  A.  E.  van  Vogt  does  not  appear  in  the  EPGI 
edition.  In  this,  van  Vogt  says  he  recalls  being  paid  1^  a 
word  for  the  stories.  Campbell  asked  him  for  three  stories 
a year,  but  he  says  that  fantasy  slowed  his  speed  of  writing 
and  he  had  to  stick  to  science  fiction. 


van  Vogt,  A,  S, 


The  War  Against  the  Hull;  Nev/  York,  Simon  and  Schuster 


1959  244p. 

Book  Club  Edition  192p. 

Perma  bo  ok  Edition  (#Ji4263),  (October,  1962)  187p. 

Ace  Books  Edition  (#87183),  (n.d.,  1977)  221p. 


(Based  on  stories  published  in  Astounding  Science  Fic- 
tion , as  follows:  Repetition,  1940;  Cooperate  or  Else,  1942; 
The  Second  Solution,  1942;  The  Hull,  1948;  The  Sound,  1950.) 

As  a novel,  this  book  suffers  from  the  fragmentary  na- 
ture of  its  origins,  lacking  unity  and  coherence,  differing 
in  the  treatment  of  point -of-view , and  failing  to  round  out 
the  characters  appearing  in  the  various  parts  of  the  book. 

As  a whole,  it  portrays  the  efforts  of  Trevor  J’amieson, 
who  is  aware  of  the  telepathic  ability  of  a huge  beast  which 
other  humans  treat  as  an  unintelligent  animal,  to  establish, 
friendly  relations  with  the  ezvmls  and  enlist  their  aid  in 
the  battle  between  the  humans  and  the  Hulls,  a multl-appen- 
daged  wormlike  beast  which  has  the  ability  to  alter  its  ap- 
pearance enough  to  imitate  the  bodies  of  humans  and  thus  to 
disguise  its  operations. 

Galactic  peril  and  adventure  is  the  keynote  of  the  book, 
and  very  few  of  the  ideas  used  are  developed  in  depth,  Most 
of  the  incidents  and  characters  are  meant  solely  to  illustrate 
the  situations  depicted,  which  are  interesting  in  themselves, 
but  not  integrated  adequately  to  support  the  novel  structure. 

I can  think  of  no  Incident  important  enough  to  require 
thn  t this  book  be  retained  for  reference. 


Vassilikos,  Tassilis 

The  Photographs;  Translated  from  the  Greek  by  Mike 
Edwards;  New  York,  Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  Inc.  (1971, 
Author),  (Editions  Hestia,  1965)  181p, 

Returning  to  Necropolis  after  three  years,  Lazarus  La- 
zarides  is  welcomed  by  his  girl  friend,  but  when  he  talks  of 
an  unsuccessful  film  he  has  made  instead  of  about  her  and 
their  possible  future,  she  tells  him  that  he  sees  her  only 
as  a character  in  his  film  rather  than  as  herself.  He  comes 
to  understand  that  he  comprehends  life  in  terms  ^ of  pictures 
rather  than  as  basic  reality.  ■ • 

There  is  no  plot,  and  although  the  book  is  well  written 
it  is  vague  and  almost  incomprehensible.  In  part  it  is  as 
if  told  from  the  point  of  view  of  a tomcat,  without  this  be- 
ing explained. 

Despite  the ^ foregoing  sentence,  this  experimental  novel 
portrays  only  the  contemporary  scene,  and  is  not  a fantasy. 

It  conveyed  nothing  of  permanent  interest  to  me. 


't 


Veblen,  Thors te in 


The  Theory  of  the  Leisure  Glass:  An  Economic  Study  of 
Institutions;  with  a Foreword  by  Stuart  Chase;  Eev;  York,  The 
Modern  Library  (1934);  (1899,1912,  Macmillan);  Index  404p, 

This  is  actually  as  much  a sociolof^ica  1 as  an  economic 
study  of  the  characteristics  and  functions  of  the  leisure 
class,  its  origins  in  conquest,  physical  power,  political 
chicanery,  its  customs  forbidding  work  for  useful  purposes, 
its  conspicuous  consumption,  wastefulness,  use  of  sport  and 
other  pastmes,  and  its  manners  and  custom.s  to  maintain  its 
mystique  of  superiority. 

In  the  foreword,  Chase  says  that  Yeblen,  after  reading 
Chase’s  first  book,  told  him  he  v/as  rie^ht  in  quoting  facts 
as  the  basis  for  his  texts,  and  to  continue  his  work,  but 
foretold  that  it  would  have  little  effect. 

This  book  does  clarify  the  sources  and  continuation  of 
economic  power  despite  the  uselessness  of  the  leisure  class. 
The  whole  trend  of  higher  education  is  in  favor  of  useless 
and  wasteful  knov;ledge;  and  the  cultural  lag  of  Robinson  is 
against  the  advances  which  could  be  made  by  scientific  and 
technological  knowledge  which  is  designed  to  promote  the 
general  welfare  as  against  the  special  interests. 

This  is  an  important  book,  and  deserves  study  rather 
than  mere  reading. 

Nev»f  York,  Vanguard  Press,  (August,  1926;  March,  1927: 
May,  1928;  June,  1932)  404p. 

New  '’^ork,  Mentor  Books  (]^i93),  (September,  ],953);  In- 
troduction by  C.  Wright  ’'^ills;  Index  261  p. 


i - VV  " - O'*^.'  I > 


,,n,i;' 


l>  ‘ ; 0 1 i 


f CV  X '.  -4  vv  j .., 

'•  ^ ^ : 


i 


;r 

« 


c 


Teblen,  Thors te in 


The  Vested  Interests  and  the  State  of  the  Industrial 
Arts  (’^The  Modern  Point  of  View  and  the  Nev^  Order^M  ; New 
York,  B.  W.  Huebsch,  1919  183p. 

In  this  book  Veblen  is  even  more  bitterly  opposed  to 
the  leisure  classes  than  he  was  in  his  classic  study.  He 
demonstrates  that  they  are  identified  by  unearned  income  and 
that  the  capitalistic  system  is  designed  to  support  privilee:e 
based  on  the  cultural  lag  which  has  carried  the  classical  eco- 
nomic theories  forward  into  .modern  conditions  which  make  them 
invalid.  He  shows  what  Galbraith  states  in  The  Nev/  Industrial 
S ta te  (?),  that  control  of  large  corporations  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  self-perpetuating  management  rather  than  in  the  con- 
trol of  its  shareholders,  whose  sole  interest  is  now  in  the 
dividend  return  on  their  holdings. 

This  is  an  important  book,  but  difficult  to  analyse  as 
it  deserves.  Certainly  I agree  with  him. 
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Tedder^,  Henry  G. 


Ainerioan  Writers  of  To-Day;  New^  York/Sos ton/Chi eago, 
Silver,  Bur de tt  and  Company , (1894,1910);  Index;  ' 326p. 

Although  the  author  is  old-fashioned  in  his  oritical  as- 
sessments, his-  ,1udgmsnt  is  . quite  good  and  his  summaries  of 
the  authors*  lives  and  books  are  helpful. 

Edmund  Clarence  Stedman,  Francis  Parkman,  -William  Dean 
Hov;ells,  Henry  James,  Charles  Dudley  Warner,  Thomas  Bailey 
Aldrich,  Hark  Twain,  Francis  Marion  Crawford,  Frances  Hodvson 
Burnett,  Charles  Egbert  Craddock  (Miss  Hurfree),  Elizabeth 
Stuart  Phelps,  Hary'Sleanor  Wilkins  (Mary  Wilkins  Freeman),- 
Bret  Harte,  Edward  Everett  Hale,  Edward  Eggleston,  George 
W^ashington  Cable,  Richard  Henry  Stoddard,  Francis  Richard 
Stockton  and  Joaquin  Miller.  ' ^ 

This  is  a most  useful  reference. 


Venable,  Clarke 

Fleetfin:  An  Idyll  of  a Little  River;  'lith  a Prefatory 
Note  by  Henry  van  Dyke;  Illustrated;  Chieago,  The  Reilly  & 

Lee  Co.,  { 1925) , (Publishers)  '66p, 

Despite  the  subtitle,  this  is  the  life -story  of  a black 
bass,  told  with  only  fishermen  as  human  characters  incidental 
to  the  hazards  of  a fish’s  life. 

Although  the  closest  I can  recall  to  this  story  is  'Sturly , 
by  Pierre  Custot,  this  does  not  give  a similar  impression  of 
fantasy.  It  is  rather  a nature  book,  but  could  be  considered 
as  fantasy  because  of  the'  author’s  giving  human  attributes  to 
Pleetfin,  including  memory. 

Very  well  written,  this  appears  based  on  personal  obser- 
vation by  the  author  and  could  be  used  as  an  instructive  book 
and  classified  as  naturalistic  science  fiction. 

The  habits  and  instincts  of  fishes  are  detailed,  but  I 
doubt  the  book  has  anything  of  permanent  interest  to  m.e . 


Verissimo,  Erico 


Night;  New  york,  The  Macmillan  Company,  1956,  Translated 
by  L.  L.  Barrett;  (1956,  author)  166p. 

Said  to  be  one  of  Brazil^s  foremost  authors,  Verissimo  is 
not  well  represented  by  this  decadent  portrayal  of  an  amnesiac 
accompanied  by  a sadistic  dwarf  and  a master  pimp  through  the 
slums  and  red  light  districts  of  an  unnamed  city,  believing  him- 
self possessed  of  a wallet  full  of  money  and  an  expensive  watch 
not  his  own  and  fearful  that  he  may  have  murdered  his  wife. 

Even  the  discovery  that  he  is  mistaken  does  not  explain  the 
reason  for  his  loss  of  memory  and  identity;  his  brutal  wedding 
night  attack  on  his  wife  because  of  fear  of  impotence,  and  his 
childhood  experiences  and  his  parents^  influence  which  might 
have  led  to  his  acceptance  of  the  night’s  events. 

Even  the  writing,  normally  clear  and  convincing,  is  often 
obscure  and  pointless;  one  of  the  characters,  wearing  white  and 
playing  a mouth  organ,  offering  a protective  and  calming  peace 
to  the  amnesiac,  functions  ineffectually  in  the  story. 

This  is  merely  a sordid  portrayal  of  low  life. 
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Verne.,  Jules 

The  English  at  the  North  Pole;  Illustrated  by  J.  E. 
Sutcliffe;  London  & Glasgow,  Collins  Clear- Type  .Press  408p. 

Contents 

1,  The  English  at  the  Nortli  ,'^oie  , 5 

The  Tee  Desert  S19 

(Alternate  title  of  Part  2:  The  Field  of  Ice) 

/ 

This  is  an  excellent  novel  of  geographical  science  which 
summarizes  Arctic  exploration  within  a story. 

Captain  John  Hatteras,  after  previous  expediti'ons  had 
failed  to  reach  the  Pole,  was  forced  to  hide  his  identity  on 
seeking  a crew  for  a further  expedition,  which  he  placed  in 
the  haods  of  Shandon  as  second  in  comiriand.  All  the  crew  were 
without  ties  of  family,  of  a single  religion,  and  experienced 
seamen;  and  Dr,  Clawbonny,  whose  encyclopedic  memory  and  en- 
thusiasm for  northern  exploration,  and  good-fellowship  were 
important  factors  in  maintaining  mental  and  physical  health. 

The  story  reveals  Hatteras  as  having  signed  on  under  an 
assumed  name  and  disclosing  his  identity  when  the  ship  comes 
under  perilous  conditions,  lie  is  a reserved,  moody,  and  fan- 
atical seeker  of  the  Pole,  wealthy  enough  to  give  rewards  of 
money,  to  his  crew",  and  physically  and  mentally  capable  of  be- 
ing a leader, 

Shandon,  relieved  of  command,  turns  traitor  and  burns 
the  ship  while  Hatteras,  Clawbonny,  and  two  crew  members  are 
away  seeking  a deposit  of  coal  as  fuel  to  last  the  winter,  . 
The  four  discover  an  American  captain,  sole  survivor  of  an 
expedition  in  search  of  the  Northwest  Passage;  there  is  a 
rivalry  between  Hatteras  and  Altamont  for  leadership  in  pro- 
ceeding towards  the  Pole;  but  each  saves  the  life  of  the 
other  and  they  are  reconciled  to  do-operating. 

After  the  usual  Polar  advehtures,  Hatteras  discovers 
the  Pole  as  the  crater  of  a volcano,  and  goes  mad  in  his 
effort  to  achieve  the  exact  Pole  by  entering  it.  After  many 
adventures,  the  survivors  reach  England,  and  Hatteras  is 
confined  in  an  asylum,  where  Clav^bonny  finds  him  always 
seeking  a way  towards  the  north., 
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7erne,  Jules  ' . ^ ''  ' ' ' 

The  Field  of  Ice ; Frontispiece;  London,  George  Routledge 
& Sons,  Ltd*;  JTew^York,  F*  P,  Dutton  and  Co,,  (no  date)  19Cp. 

This  is  an  alternate  title  of  the  second  part  of  the 
English  at  the  TTorth  Pole,  and  appears  to  be  a different 
translation*  I did  not  read  it,  as' it  appears  to  be  shorter 
than  the  version  in  the  Collins ' Classics  edition. 


V 


Vidal  , Gore 


Palimpsest:  A Memoir;  New  York,  Random  House,  (1995, 

Literary  Creation  Enterprises,  Inc.)  Illustrated;  Index;  455p. 

Closely  associated  with  the  Kennedys,  a homosexual  whose 
literary  work  included  the  successful  play  Visit  to  a Small  Planet 
and  others  of  fantasy  and  science  fiction  interest,  Vidal  wrote  a 
number  of  novels  relating  historical  material. 

His  frank  revelations  of  his  own  sexual  habits  may  excuse  his 
disclosures  of  those  of  others  in  high  society  and  confirm  his  ac- 
ceptance of  sex  as  a normal  human  activity. 

I have  not  read  any  other  books  by  Vidal.  They  are  highly 
rated  from  a literary  point  of  view,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  he 
is  a competent  writer  and  highly  sophisticated,  accepting  little 
of  common  beliefs. 

This  memoir  covers  only  the  first  forty  years  of  his  life,  so 
will  likely  be  followed  by  another  volume.  Concentrating  on  his 
social  and  political  life  rather  than  his  literary  work,  this  book 
contains  little  of  interest  to  fantasy  fans. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  17,  2001 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


TTidal,  Gore 


Two  Gisters:  A Ivlemoir  in  the  Form  of  a Novel;  Boston/ 
Toronto,  Little,  Brown  and  Company  (1970,  Tidal)  256p. 

Although  this  hovel  is  unlikely  to  be  of  interest  to 
either  ^am  Moskowitz  or  Don  Wollheim,  I am  sending  them  each 
a copy  because  of  my  comments  below  on  alcoholism. 

With  flashbacks  to  a period  twenty  years  prior  to  the 
^’Now^’  of  the  story,  this  novel  incorporates  a historical 
screen  play  ostensibly  v»/ritten  by  one  of  the  characters  and 
v^hleh  concerns  two  sisters,  one  an  Empress  and  the  other  a 
Queen,  and  their  brother  who  has  an  incestuous  relationship 
with  one  of  his  sisters.  The  incestuous  relationship  is 
duplicated  in  the  '^Then^  part  of  the  novel  by  a twin  sister 
and  brother. 

Tidal  is  a minor  character  in  both  the  ’^Now^’  and  the 
^Then^  parts  of  the  novel,  using  the  two  periods  to  contrast 
the  changes  in  his  views  on  love,  sex,  death,  literature,  and 
politics,  and  including  incidents  of  an  autobiographical  na- 
ture, one  of  them  a visit  with  a friend  to  a male  brothel  in 
France  (the  first  description  of  the  kind  I can  recall  having 
read)  . Tidal  is  frank  in  describing  his  ov;n  sexual  experiences 
and  sneers  at  Jack  Kerouac'for  having  failed  in  this  respect  in 
his  novel  The  Subterraneans  (or  is  it  a novel? — I haven^t  read 
it.CDC. ) 

The  screen  play  involves  sex,  rivalry,  and  power  plays, 
but  I did  not  find  it  of  much  interest.  Possibly  it  might  be 
more  effective  as  a movie  production. 

But  the  main  reason  for  this  summary  of  the  book  is  the 
statement  made  by  Tidal  on  page  212,  parenthetically: 

'^...incidental  intelligence:  I have  known  or  known  about 
most  of  the  American  writers  of  my  time  and  I can  think  of 
only  three  who  are  not — or  were  not  once — alcoholics.” 

y/hen  ^am  visited  here  last  May,  he  and  I had  a discussion 
about  alcoholism,  and  I told  him  that  many  of  my  favorite 
authors  were  either  alcoholics  or  heavy  drinkers:  Jack  London, 
Frederick  Faust,  Fredric  Brown,  Dashiell  Hammett,  among  them. 

I felt  that  alcohol  might  be  an  important  factor  in  enabling 
writers  to  convey  emotional  feeling  in  their  writings,  and  I 
mentioned  the  biography  of  Richard  Le  Gallienne,  who  said  that 
his  own  alcoholism  was  an  important  influence  in  enabling  him 
to  achieve  even  his  relatively  minor  place  in  literature.  Gam 
told  me  to  add  the  name  of  A.  Merritt  to  my  list  (this  was  be- 
fore I had  read  Gam’s  book  on  Merritt).  It  might  almoc^t  be  said 
that  alcoholism  is  an  occupational  hazard  for  seme  writers;  but 
my  experience  in  the  insurance  business  was  that  Jews  are  less 
affected  by  alcohol  than  gentiles,  in  general. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert, 

March  13th,  1988. 
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Viereolc,  George  Sylvester 

Confessions  of  a Barbarian;  New  York,  Moffat,  Yardand 
Company,  1910  (April,  1910,  publishers)  207p. 

Always  interested  in  background  material  relating  to  the 
writers  of  fantasy  fiction,  I purchasejfd  this  book  hoping  for 
such  information.  Only  incidentally  autobiographical,  it  is 
actually  a series  of  short  articles  and  sketches. 

The  following  items  were  gleaned  from  the  pages  numbered. 
(7)  I sometimes  seem  to  myself  like  the  Wandering  Jew  in  Otto 
Julius  Bierbaum’a  Seltsame  Geschichten.  doomed  ever  to  seek 
for  the  truth  without  believing  in  its  existence.  (18)  A muf- 
fled cry,--I  cannot  explain  it,  being  neither  H.  G.  Wells,  nor 
Jules  Verne, --and  the  hungry  ^av;s  of  incomprehensible  void  had 
closed  upon  her.  She  had  actually  been  cunashed  out  of  known 
space,  and  disappeared  into  the  fourth  dimension.  (48)  For 
me,  American  history  begins  with  Poe,  not  with  Plymouth;  not 
(49)  with  the  Constitution,  but  with  Annabel  Lee.  (51)  Born 
New  Year's  Eve,  1884-1885,  in  Munich.  ( 52)  Mother  a native  of 
California;  uncertain  when  Viereck  arrived  in  U.3.,  Who's  Who 
places  it  at  age  11.  (55)  E.  G,  Wells,  in  one  of  his  yarns, 

tells  of  a Time  Savings  Bank,  where  futile  hours  may  be  de- 
posited, to  be  drawn  upon  when  necessity  or  delight  prompts  us 
to  lengthen  the  day.  (Note:  I believe  that  Viereck  here  is 
misltaken,  and  that  the  story  he  remembers  is  by  Anstey  and  en- 
titled Tourmalin's  Time  Cheques.  CDC) . (82)  Schiller  was  a 

man  of  small  means.  Indeed,  1 probably  got  more  for  my  Eng- 
lish version  of  his  M^id  of  Orleans  from  Tiaud  Adams  than  he 
ever  did  for  the  original.  f 83)  ^e  genius  of  Poe,  alas,  v/as 
antipodal  to  the  American  spirit.  If  he  had  capitalized  his 
brains  at  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  he  would  surely  be  in 
the  Hall  of  Fame.  Let  me  state  right  here  that  I refuse  ever 
to  have  my  name  there  engraven.  I prefer  to  roam  through  the 
spirit  world  unindorsed  by  smug  nobodies,  a vagabond  frhost 
with  Whitman  and  Poe.  (135-138)  My  own  opinion  of  a writer's 
merit  being  based  on  his  own  individuality,  rather  than  on 
literary  excellence,  Is  fully  endorsed;  and  could  be  made  the 
basis  of  an  essay  relating  to  Faust  and  Merritt.  (337)  Even 
Crawford,  for  v/hom  I have  always  had  a tender  regard,  never 
fully  revealed  the  depth  and  height  of  his  being.  Bierbaum 
exposed  both  to  our  gaze.  That  is  why  his  books  are  of  per- 
manent balue.  (179)  H.  G.  7/ells  alone  has  developed,  in  his 
prophetic  vision  of  our  future,  similarly  stupendous  horizons. 
H.  G.  7'ells  and  the  Ilarvard  professor  are  intellectual  kinsmen. 
(Note:  This  refers  to  Hugo  Munsterberg.CBC)  (184)  A few  of 

the  more  advanced  eye  us  through  the  spectacles  of  Villiers  de 
I'Isle  Adam's  fantastical  description  of  Edison,  the  magician. 

This  book  is  an  interesting  contribution  to  vie^ving 
German-Araerican  relations  in  the  year  1910.  Viereck,  I think, 
overrates  himself;  but  expresses  his  belief  that  genius  cannot 
avoid  self-advertisement. 


yiereck,  George  Sylvester 


Gloria;  London,  Gerald  Duckworth  & Go.  Ltd.  (1952)  156p. 

Adam  Greenleaf,  an  assistant  professor  of  literature  on 
vacation,  meets  aboard  ship  Gloria  de  la  -Mar,  who  tells  anec- 
dotes of  famous  women  as  if  they  were  previous  incarnations 
of  hers.  Adam  is  greatly  attracted,  but  fears  women  and  is 
backward  about  approaching  Gloria,  despite  her  encourap-ement . 

Hercules,  Don  Juan,  Alexander  the  Great,  Tiberius,  Casa- 
nova, Solomon  and  Sheba,  Socrates,  and  other  historical  char- 
acters are  represented  by  Gloria,  and  under  the  influence  of 
a drug,  Adam  believes  he  has  achieved  success  in  lov  erne  kins*. 

In  the  final  chapters,  Gloria  is  alleged  to  have  been  a 
drug-pusher  working  for  an  international  ring,  and  to  have 
placed  Adam  under  the  influence  of  drugs  in  order  to  keep 
him  under  her  spell.  This  places  a mundane  explanation  on 
all  the  marvels  of  her  alleged  incarnations,  making  the  book 
a mystery  rather  than  a fantasy. 

The  treatment  of  the  early  part  of  the  book  makes  the 
latter  part  an  appa-rant  afterthought;  and  like  many  other 
books  in  the  fileiler  Checklist,  probably  the  at^^nosphere  of 
fantasy  would  give  it  a place  in  a fantasy  collection.  Also, 
it  is  apparently  a take-off  on  3alome  collaborated  on  by  the 
author. 

I would  keep  this  as  an  associa  tional  item  in  a fantasy 
collection.  It  is  relatively  of  little  importance  compared 
with  the  Wandering  Jew  trilogy,  however. 


Vie  reck,  George  Sylvester 


The  House  of  the  Vampire;  Nev/  York,  Hoffat,  Yard  & Com- 
pany, 1912  (October,  1907  reprint),  (1907,  ?'ioffat,  Yard)l90p. 

Ernest  Fielding,  a young  poet,  playv;right  and  novelist, 
is  taken  into  the  household  of  Reginald  Clarke,  the  greatest 
literary  nan  of  his  day,  and  encouraged.  Ethel  Bra ndenbourg , 
an  artist  rumored  to  have  been  secretly  married  and  divorced 
frora  Clarke,  has  been  unable  to  achieve  success  since  their 
parting;  and  it  is  clear  that  Clarke  has  no  further  use  for 
her,  A protegd  of  Clarke’s  is  dismissed  on  the  verge  of  a 
nervous  breakdown,  and  cautiously  warns  Ernest  that  he  will 
suffer  a like  fate. 

A sculptor  discovers  that  Clarke  has  incorporated  in  a 
literary  work  the  inspiration  which  he  had  achieved  and  lost 
sometime  previously.  These  incidents,  plus  Ernest’s  seeing 
a singe r , reduced  to  being  a prostitute  after  an  encounter 
with  Clarke,  lead  Ernest  and  Ethel,  who  meet  in  Atlantic  City 
when  Ernest  is  recuperating  from  nervous  exhaustion,  to  com- 
pare notes.  Ernest  has  discovered  that  Clarke  has  wri'^ten 
the  play  which  Ernest  had  mentally  formulated,  and  suspects 
that  Clarke  had  stolen  it  from,  him;  but  Clarke  says  Ernest  is 
sufferi.ng  delusionally . Ethel  confronts  Clarke  with  their 
suspicions,  and  Clarke  admits  that  he  is  a vampire,  stealing 
the  genius  and  creative  works  of  other  artists;  but  defends 
himself  on  the  ground  that  all  great  men  from  Shakespeare- and 
Napoleon  to  Goethe  and  Balzac  have  the  absorbtive  ability  and 
merely  express  in  great  works  of  art  the  sun  of  lesser  men’s 
creative  thinking.  Ethel  exnlains  to  Ernest  that  Clarke 
steals  thoughts  instead  of  blood,  but  is  no  less  a vawxpire. 

When  Ernest  discovers  that  his  mental  novel  has  been 
placed  in  manuscript  form  by  Clarke,  and  that  Clarke  nlans 
to  replace  him  with  his  best  friend  lack,  he  determines  to 
confront  Clarke.  Clarke’s  mental  power  is  turned  on,  however, 
and  robs  Ernest  of  all  mental  power;  the  story  ends  with 
Clarke  taking  the  mindless  Ernest  away  as  lack  and  E-thel  watch 
in  horror. 

At  no  time  is  Clarke  other  than  calmly  accenting  and 
profiting  by  his  va.mpirism;  all  other  humans  are  grist  for 
his  mill.  Originally  unconscious  of  his  power,  he  later  uses 
it  for  his  personal  aggrandizement  by  exerting  it  consciously. 

This  is  a short  and  immature  novel,  but  does  exnress  the 
theme  adequately.  Aside  from,  its  being  an  example  of  the 
psychic  vampire  story,  however,  it  has  little  nermonent  value. 

Not4:  I have  since  read  Flame s by  Robert  Hichens,  which  is 

al.most  unquestionably  the  Ihspir^ation  for  this  story. 


Vi^reck,  George  Sylvester  Yiereck;  and  Eldridge , Paul 

The  Invincible  'Adam;  New  York,  Gold  Label  Books,  Inc,, 
1945  (Liveright,  1932;  Gold  Label,  1938);  Appendix  451p, 

This  concluding  book  of  the  trilogy  dealing  Y^ith  the 
Wandering  lew,  I read  possibly  too  soon  after  the  preceding 
novels,  finding  it  repetitious,  and  about  as  shallov/  as 
Salome . This  is  not  to  say  that  it  is  less  than  averagely 
good  as  fantasy  history. 

The  hero  is  Kotikokura,  whose  story  is  presented  in 
the  first  person  and  much  more  eloqently  omitted  from 

previous  word)  than  the  previous  books  would  have  suggested. 
As  Lord  Kotesbury,  he  commits  an  indiscretion  in  a New  York 
hotel,  and  his  case  is  submitted  to  a ^ury  of  ten  scientists 
to  be  considered  on  the  basis  of  his  autobiography  (s.b,  12 
scientists) , who  absolve  him  from  responsibility  because  of 
his  primitive  backgroimd. 

Kotikokura  in-  one  place  describes  something  as  simmlar 
to  a kangaroo '(an  impossibility  for  him  as  a native  of  Africa 
since  the  kangaroo  is  native  to  Australia)  but  this  seems  a 
slip  on  the  part  of  the  authors.  He  ia  represented  as  a 
link  between  ape  and  man  in  the  previous  books,  but  is  o-iven 
the  role  of  Adam*  in  the  Garden  of  Hden  in  this  book,  but  in 
an  apparent  dream-sequence.  His  wanderings  and  adventures 
through  the  years  culminate  in  his  being  a hen-pecked  husband 
whose  frustrations  lead  him  to  the  indiscretion  which  begins 
the  story. 

Like  the  earlier  books,  this  gives  glimpses  of  fam*ous 
historical  characters,  and  branches  out  from  them*  to  include 
Cagliogtro,  Michelangelo,  Casanova, De  3ade,  Maimonides  and 
Theodora,  among  others.  Although,  interes ting , it  lacks  the, 
philosophical  material  which  adds  to  the  value  of  the  earlier 
books. 

By  itself,  likely  this  book  would  not  merit  permanency, 
but  it  should  be  retained  for  its  relationships  with  the  two 
earlier  books  of  the  trilogy. 

Although  I read  the  book  from  the  edition  noted  above,  I 
have  kept  as  my  own  copy  the  British  Hirst  Hdition,  London, 
Duckworth,  1932  •413p.  ' 


Yiereok,  George  Sylvester;  and  Eldridge,  Paul 

My  Pirst  Evvo  Thousand  Years:  The  Autobiography  of  the 
Wandering  Jew;  New  York,  The  Macaulay  Company,  1929;  (1928, 
Macaulay)  50 Ip. 

This  is  a fascinating  panorama  of  world  history  since 
Jesus  Christ,  giving  glimpses  of  the  more  interesting  per- 
sonalities and  incidents.  It  can  be  used  as  a handy  refer- 
ence book  with  the  assistance  of  the  chapt^er  headings,  but 
unfortunately  lacks  an  index.  This,  hov/ever,  if  depiorable, 
is  excusable  in  a work  of  fiction. 

Isaac  Laquedem  is  portrayed  as  the  Wandering  Jev7,  and 
his  personal  experiences  and  his  philosophy  based  on  his 
enforced  immortality  are  worth  serious  consideration.  The 
treatment  is  mature  and  sympathetic  rather  than  cynical; 
and  although  the  ^^shady'^  side  of  history  (the  occult,  per- 
sonal, and  sexual,  in  contrast  to  the  political)  is  shown, 
this  makes  the  book  of  great  importance  in  a. fantasy  collec- 
tion. 


Gartaphilus,  the  name  used  by  the  Jew  as  a Roman  Cap- 
tain, identifies  him  in  the  story,  and  his  companion,  found 
in  Africa , is  Ko tikokura , who  portrays  ape-like  primitive  man 
and  acts  as  the  Jew^s  familiar,  worshiping  him  as  god  and 
serving  as  a sounding-board  for  his  philosophical  reflections 
Palling  in  love  with  Salome,  whose  prime  occupation  in  her 
immortal  wanderings  is  the  discovery  of  a .means  to  free  woman 
from  the  influence  of  the  Moon,  Gartaphilus  seeks  her,  but  is 
meantime  content  to ' experience  life  in  many  guises  and  under 
a multitude  of  circiums tances . 

In  addition  to* the  immortality  theme,  many  incidents  in- 
volve hypnotic  and  m-agical  phenomena;  and  Gartaphilus  meets 
many  occultists  and  philosophers  like  Gilles  de  Re tz , Don 
Juan,  Prester  John,  Apolloniud,  Martin  Luther,  Spinoza,  and 
Prancis  Bacon.  It  is  suggested  that  Salome  is  an  incarnation 
of  Lilith,  and  that  her  magical  powers  exceed  those  of.Carta- 
philus . 

Viewed  simply  as  a running  commentary  on  history,  this 
novel  has  much  to  commend  it;  its  philosophical  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  immortality  are  important;  and  simply  as  a story 
it  is  well-written  and  interesting. 

A book  which  should  be  retained  for  reference. 
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Viereok,  George  Sylvester;  and  Eldridge , Paul 

3a lone  The  Wandering  Jewess:  My  Plrst  Ti^vo  Thousand 
Years  of  Love;  New  York,  Sheridan  House,  Ino , (1920,  Horace 
Liveright,  Inc.)  495p. 

This  sequel  to  liy  Hirst  Two  Thousand  Years  is  told  in 
the  first  person  by  Salone,  whose  quest  is  to  free  herself 
and  all  vi/onen  from  the  Moon^s  influence.  To  this  end,  she 
'finally  manufactures  Homuncula , an  ideal  woraan;  but  the  ele- 
ments destroy  her  before  she  can  demonstrate  intelligence, 
though  she  manifests  life, 

I would  rate  this  novel  as  about  50^  as  good  as  its 
predecessor.  Salome  seeks  out  great. women  of  history,  but 
"finds  only  Zenobia  who  believes  herself  a reincarnation  of 
Cleopatra,  Joan  DH4nglals  whom  she  makes  Pops  Joan,  Queen 
Elizabeth,  Jeanne  Dare,  Catherine  of  Russia,  and  Victoria 
of  England.  Those  parts  of  the  book  which  are  devoted  to 
these  historical,  or  legendary,  figures  are  the  most  in- 
teresting; and  the  book  should  be  kept  for  reference. 

Lakshmi,  a tortoise,  is  Salome’s  familiar,  as  Carta - 
philus  had  Kotikokura,  and  is  a sounding-board  for  Salome’s 
philosophical  and  personal  opinions.  Though  Salome  takes  a 
mate  occasionally  for  his  lifetime,  she  never  overcomes  her 
early  fascination  for  Gartaphilus,  and  only  her  stubborn 
search  for  means  of  defeating  the  Moon’s  influence  before 
yielding  to  him  keeps  them  apart. 

Many  of  the  fam.ous  women  of  history  do  not  appear  in 
this  novel,  and  some  of  those  who  do  are  portrayed  merely 
as  puppets  of  Salome;  the  reasons  for  their  fame  are  ignored 
or  at  least  not  emphasised,  and  it  is  apparent  that  the 
authors  are  biassed,  perhaps  correctly,  in  favor  of  men. 

This  is,  however,  a book  which  could  be  quoted  in  favor  of 
the  v/omen’s  liberation  movement. 

Gilles  de  Re  tz  appears  as  a character  secondary  to  Joan 
of  Arc,  so  both  this  and  the  prequel  should  be  consulted  for 
infor.mation  concerning  him.  Pope  Joan’s  story  is  treated 
here  at  greater  length  than  I can  recall  in  any  other  story. 

Although  definitely  secondary  to  the  earlier  book,  this 
has  much  information  not  easily  accessible  elsewhere,  and  is 
worth  keepingo 
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Vlllefranohe , Anne«Marie 

'Plaisir  D’Amour;  An  Erotic  Memoir  of  Pari*?  in  the 
1920«^;New  York,  Carroll  & Graf  Publi*?he r^ , Inc,  847p. 

Thi«  i«  a «ophie! tica ted  and  well  written  modern  version 
of  Boccaccio* <5  Decameron  limited  to  the  French  ejcene  during 
the  1920c5  excepting  fnr  one  chipboard  adventure. 

The  oexual  de<?criptionej  are  explicit  and  the  main  cau^^e 
for  the  book.  Thie?  book  club  edition  may  po^^^ibly  lack  il- 
lu«?tra tion*? , though  I have  no  reason  to  arjejume  that  the  fir^^t 
edition  wa^  different. 

Copyright  1982  by  Jane  Furcell  lead*?  me  to  ^-u^^pect  that 
the  "Background^  and  flyleaf  de<?criptione^  are  fictiti^u^?;  if 
a woman  wrote  thic.  book,  a®  the  description^-  of  clnthio^  in- 
dicate, <-he  wac  likely  an  expensive  call  girl. 

An  with  many  modern  br^oks  and  magazine^-,  I am  surrrised 
that  thi'?  b'^ok  escaped  Genr.^r<^hip. 
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Visiak,  E.  H. 


The  Haunted  Island;  Illustrated  by  Jack  Matthews;  London, 
Peter  Lunn,  1946  164p. 

This  little  book,  nicely  illustrated  and  with  fine  paper  and 
binding,  tells  of  a pirate  ship  taking  a young  man  perilously  to 
an  island  ruled  by  a scientist  determined  to  avenge  his  slighted 
reputation  by  destroying  mankind. 

Well  written  and  interesting,  it  is  remarkable  mainly  for  the 
illustrations,  some  in  color,  which  are  well  done. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  18,  1999 
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Vivekananda  , Svvami 

Hy  Ida 3 ter;  New  York,  The  Baker  & Taylor  Gonpany,  1901; 

1 • S9pp 

This  is  an  outline  of  the  life  and  teachings  of  Paran- 
hamsa  Srimat  Haraakrishna  (Feb.  20,  1825  - Aug.  16,  1886), 
the  latter  part  of  the  book  being  a reprint  of  an  article ^ 
from  the  The  is  tic  Quarterly  Review,  October,  1879,  by  Protap 
Ghunder  Mazoomdar  on  the  same  subject. 

Ramakrishna  studied  Nohamnedanisn  and  Christianity  as 
well  as  other  religions  and  concluded  that  all  were  valid 
paths  to  the  same  conclusion.  The  author  points  out  that  in 
/India  the  life  of  the  individual  is  devoted. to  religious 
contemplation  and  that  anyone  who  is  sincere  and  can  convey 
his  religious  conviction  can  obtain  a hearing  and  a following 
in  India;  that  spiritual  rather  than  material  ideals  are 
revered;  and  that  India  has  never  sought  world  conquest. 

Ramakrishna  is  said  to  have  been  willing  even  when  ill 
to  see  and  answer  visitors,  and  although  uneducated  was  able 
to  Impress  pundits  v^ith  his  knowledge  and  wisdom  in  spiritual 
things.  He  was  .married  to  a'  child-bride  who  went  to  him  v/hen 
she  was  of  age,  realized  that  a physical  marriage  v/as  repug- 
nant to  him  and  followed  his  religious  life  instead,  . He  sav/ 
the  Nother  in  all  women,  good  or  bad,  and  worshipped  this 
eternal  Mother  in  them, 

”The  celebrated  leader  of  the  3rahro-3om.a  j , Keshub 
Chandra  Ben,  often  came  to  hear  Bri  Ramekriohna  and  was  in- 
fluenced by  his  teachings  to  a considerable  extent. 

Also,  i'^uller  y;rote  ^Ramakrishna  , His  Li'^e  and 
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Vivian,  E.  Charles 


A King  There  Was--;  London,  Hodder  and  Stoughton  Limited; 

(no  date)  320p. 

I read  this  book  more  than  thirty  years  ago  and  was  so  im- 
pressed with  the  author’s  appropriate  style  of  narrating  this 
grim  portrayal  of  Incan  regal  responsibility  and  intrigue  with 
warfare  and  disaster  that  I resolved  to  read  it  again. 

I can  recall  only  two  novels  which  I think  bear  comparison 
with  this:  Full  Circle  by  John  Collier,  and  Gay  Hunter  by  J. 
Leslie  Mitchell. 

My  second  reading  was  like  a new  experience  since  I could 
not  remember  anything  about  the  story.  King  Ronal  falls  in  love 
with  two  beautiful  women,  but  parts  permanently  with  the  earlier 
because  a villainous  murderer  implicates  him  with  the  killing  of 
her  father  and  she  seeks  revenge  while  falling  into  madness  over 
her  grief,  and  can  only  hope  for  happiness  with  the  second  after 
his  kingdom  has  been  nearly  destroyed  in  warfare  and  by  barbarian 
overwhelming  numbers. 

The  factors  of  loyalty  and  betrayal  affecting  royalty  give 
significance  to  what  reads  almost  like  a history,  with  the  love 
interests  and  personalities  of  the  characters  conveying  the  human 
interest . 

Overall,  I think  the  style  of  writing  deserves  study. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  28,  1998 
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von  Bober,  Wolff gang 

The  Carver  Effect:  A Paranormal  Experience;  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  Stackpole  Books;  (1979,  author);  Bibliography; 

188p. 

The  author  found  an  isolated  maUvSion  attractive  and  bought 
it  Inexpensively,  but  discovered  that  extensive  repairs  were 
needed,  and  that  his  daughter  had  lived  there  previously  and  her 
husband  had  had  a nervous  breakdown  requriring  his  confinement  in 
a mental  institution,  learning  from  her  that  a spirit  had  been 
seen  and  that  poltergeist  disturbances  had  accompanied  insight 
that  the  mansion  appeared  to  exhibit  a personality  of  Its  own, 
first  attracting,  then  menacing  its  occupants. 

The  daughter  remarried  and  came  from  Canada  to  help  von  Bober 
contend  with  the  mansion.  Disturbances  brought  him  at  last  to 
seek  psychiactric  help;  his  psychiatrist  called  in  another  who  was 
familiar  with  and  accepted  psychic  phenomena,  and  both  investiga- 
ted the  mansion  personally,  confirming  phenomena  inexplicable  on 
any  normal  scientific  basis. 

The  author  was  convinced  through  dreams  and  under  hypnosis 
that  a former  owner  of  the  mansion,  Jonathan  Carver,  a historical 
personage  who  served  with  Rogers  of  Rogers*  Rangers  in  George 
Washington's  time,  was  using  him  to  locate  a deed  to  property, 
and  would  not  cease  haunting  the  mansion  until  this  mission  was 
accomplished.  Carver,  a strong-willed  and  competent  soldier,  was 
able  through  occupants  of  the  mansion  to  influence  the  behavior  of 
automobiles,  electric  lighting,  the  mansion’s  moods  and  influence 
on  Its  occupants,  and  poltergeist  phenomena  of  kinds  new  even  to 
me  (and  I have  read  extensively  on  the  subject). 

Although  the  box  of  documents  had  not  boon  located  when  the 
book  was  written,  tho  author  was  still  uxidor taking  the  quest  and 
had  accepted  the  ’’Carver  effect”.  The  psychiatrists  encouragod 
the  recording  of  the  phenomena,  and  felt  that  they  are  more  common 
than  is  known  becauso  people  are  reluctant  to  expose  themselves  to 
ridicule. 

The  book's  value  v/ould  have  been  enhanced  if  the  psychiatrists 
had  given  signed  statements  of  support  to  the  facts.  In  itself, 
however,  it  is  an  interesting  account;  but  must  be  cautiously,  if 
at  all, '’"at  face  value.  The  author's  daughter  was  a good  hypnotist 
and  the  psychiatrist  used  hypnotism  and  tap  recorders  to  rscor^^  - 
many  sessions. 
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Von  Guenther,  Johannes 

Cagliostro:  A Novel;  Translated  by  Huntley  Paterson; 
London,  Villiam  Eeinemann  Ltd.  (1928);  Epilogue  olOp. ,615p. 

Although  published  18  years  after  Trowbridge’s  biography 
which  insists  that  Joseph  Balsarao  and  Alessandro  Cagliostro 
are  different  men,  this  historical  novel  says  they  are  the 
same  individual,  and  this  is  also  the  view  of  articles  in  the 
Encyclopaedia  Britannlca.  I do  not  know  whether  it  is ’likely 
that  there  is  historical  evidence  to  solve  the  problem. 

Curiously,  Cagliostro’ s wife,  is  depicted  much  as  Trovj- 
bridge  viewed  her,  but  is  said  to  have  had  a love  affair  with 
Catherine  of  Russia’s  favorite  Potemkin,  va riantly' spelled  in 
this  book;  despised  her  husband  for  awhile  but  f inally . loved 
him  after  ridicule  had  ruined  him.  ' 

It  is  important  to  read  the  e'pilogue  in  which  the  author 
disclaims  animus  against  either  the  Jreemasons  or  the  Church; 
his  purpose  was  only  to  depict'  the.  tim.es  and  a character  in 
termxs  of  fiction. 

V.y  impression,.  hov;ever,  is  that  this  novel  is  likely  to 
be  suppressed  by  both  organizations,  and  that  it  may  achieve 
high  value  as  a collector’s  item.  The  translation  is  some- 
tim.es  idiosyncratic,'  and  the  depletion  of  Cagliostro  as  a 
bombastic,  coarse  and  power-seeking  adventurer  contrasts  with 
the  altruistic  view  of  Trowbridge,  though  both  attribute  his 
wealth  to  use  of  Masonic  funds. 

An  interesting,  but  flawed  novel,  wh'lch  took  tv/o  years' 
to  wri  te . 

There  are  lacunae  in  Cagliostro ’s  life  which  leave  many 
opportunities  for  imaginative  interpolation  fictionally. 
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Vonnegut,  Kurt 


Jailbird;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Co.  Inc.  (15547); 

(1979,  author);  Index  288p. 

I vaguely  recall  only  one  other  book  of  fiction  accompanied 
by  an  index,  and  this  book  needs  it.  I cannot  think  of  any  other 
way  to  untangle  the  story  from  the  satire  of  real  events  which  is 
apparently  the  motive  for  the  novel. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  a half-Jewish  self-confessed 
participant  in  the  Nixon  Watergate  scandal,  it  is  his  autobiog- 
raphy portraying  incidentally  under  pseudonyms  the  devious  and 
dishonest  politicians  who  seek  power. 

Since  I have  little  interest  in  U.  S.  politics,  several 
times  I was  tempted  to  quit  reading  the  book,  but  the  author’s 
humorous  and  frank  depiction  of  incidents  kept  me  reading. 

The  narrator  says  he  loved  only  four  women,  one  of  them  who 
controlled  the  U.  S.  even  though  she  lived  as  a baglady.  He  is 
honest  enough  to  admit  that  he  stole  money  from  her  to  enable 
himself  to  live  after  he  lost  any  chance  of  acquiring  an  honest 
job,  but  ending  up  in  prison. 

This  summary  may  be  entirely  mistaken  since  I admit  that  I 
cannot  understand  the  praise  the  reviewers  gave  it. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  12,  2004 
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Vonnegut’,  Jr,,  Kurt 


Slaughterhouse-Five;  or  The  Children's  Crusade:  A Duty- 
Dance  with  Death;  A Seymour  Lawrence  Book , /Dela corte  Press 
(Seventh  Printing,  luly,  1969)  (1969,  Tonnegut)  186po 

For  purposes  of  fiction,  the  author  relates  his  reminis- 
cences of  the  fire -bombing  of  Dresden  from  the  point  of  view 
of  Billy  Pilgrim,  a good-natured  optometrist  in  later  life  who 
is  a chaplain’s  assistant  in  World  War  II  and  is  captured  by 
Germans  together  with  two  of  his  comrades. 

Having  previously  read  only  God  Bless  You,  Tir.  Rosewater 
by  this  author,  I was  interested  to  note  that  the  title  character 
of  that  novel,  together  with  his  science  fiction  author  friend 
Kilgore  Trout,  are  made  characters  in  this  one,  too.  Billy  buys 
one  of  Trout^s  novels  in  a pornography  shop,  amusingly  portrayed, 
and  sees  there  a magazine  featuring  gorgeous  Montana  Wildhack, 
with  whom  he  has  been  imprisoned  on  the  planet  Tralfam.adore  under 
such  circiomst^nces  that  they  mate  and  have  a child.  Kidnapped  by 
the  inhabitants  of  that  planet,  whose  time -sense  enables  them  to 
see  eatthlings  from  birth  to  death  instantaneously,  and  v/hose 
life-span  is  tremendously  longer  than  that  of  earthlings,  these 
two  accept  their  destiny,  ignoring  their  earth -existence  while  on 
Tralfamadore o Billy’s  war  experiences  are  interesting,  but  not 
more  so  than  the  glimpses  of  his  marriage,  his  w’ife,  his  daughter, 
his  wealthy  father-in-law  v/ho  places  him  in  the  way  of  m.aking  big 
money  as  an  optometrist,  and  his  relationships  with  Rosewater  and 
Trouto  These  are  merely  sketched,  hov/ever,  to  demonstrate  that 
either  by  imagination,  or  by  mental  time-travel,  Billy  comes  to 
understand  his  whole  existence  is  unchangeable,  fixed,  as  is  the 
entire  universe. 

The  prime  purpose  of  the  novel  is  to  illustrate  what  the 
author  terms  the  Tralfamadore  point  of  view,  which  is  described 
by  Billy  in  a letter  quoted  in  two  paragraphs  on  Page  23  of  the 
book;  and  a quotation  of  a saying  by  a Tralfamadorean' on  page 
74,  from  which  it  is  clear  that  he  derides  the  thought  of  free- 
will. This  appears  to  be  the  conclusion  of  modern  psychiatrists, 
also.  Probably  there  is  no  other  novel  known  to  me  which  places 
my  own  view  more  clearly  before  the  reader:  anything  v/hich 
exists  is  eternal,  and  can  be  reviewed  by  a being  v/ho  can  scan 
the  universe  from  the  Tralfamadorean  point  of  viev/. 

Although  this  point  of  view  seems  defeatist,  I believe  that 
our  faculty  of  imagination  enables  us  to  transcend  the  limitations 
of  our  physical  being;  and  although  we  can  do  nothing  to  alter  the 
physical  universe,  we  can  achieve  illimitable  grasp  of  any  idea 
this  faculty  is  powerful  enough  to  portray  to  our  minds.  Psychic 
phenomena  seem  to  confirm  that  we  are  not  bound  by  the  lav/s  of  the 
physical  universe. 

Although  Billy  Pilgrim’s  life  assists  to  portray  the  idea, 
there  is  really  no  need  to  read  beyond  the  pages  enumerated  above 
in  order  to  grasp  the  author’s  intent. 


Vulllamy,  G.  E. 

Don  Among  the  Dead  Men:  A Satirical  Thriller;  London, 
Michael  Joseph  (1952)  S55p, 

Dr,  Bowles-Ottery , a research  chemist,  discovers  a drug 
which  poisons  without  leaving  traceable  evidence.  He  feels 
impelled  to  eliminate  people  without  whom  the  world  would  be 
a better  place,  so  keeps  a secret  diary  concerning  his  dis- 
covery and  his  own  uses  of  it. 

Although  he  endeavors  to  be  impartial  in  his  selection 
of  the  people  to  be  eliminated,  it  is  natural  that  he  finds 
personal  acquaintances  prime  candidates.  People  who  inter- 
fere with  his  enjoyment  of  life,  or  who  create  problem.s  for 
him,  are  his  first  choices,  and  among  these  is  a student  who 
has  entrapped  him  sexually.  It  is  on  a charge  of  murdering 
her  that  he  is  finally  brought  to  trial,  but  because  of  in- 
adequate evidence,  he  is  acquitted. 

f 

Ironically,  immediately  after  his  acquittal,  he  is 
charged  with  a m.urder  of  another  acquaintance,  and  convicted, 
even  though  he  had  decided  against  killing  this  person.  So 
that  Justice  was  served,  but  on  false  grounds. 

This  novel  should  qualify  for  near-classic  status  among 
murder  novels,  and  has  the  element  of  fantasy  (the  unknown 
drug)  necessary  to  bring  it  into  the  fantasy  field. 

Harmondsworth,  Middlesex,  Penguin  Books  (#1073),  (1955) 

, . 224p. 


